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United Kingdom Exports Maintain 
‘Upward Trend; Imports Decrease 


United Kingdom exports in November continued the upward trend 
of recent months and reached £239.9 million, the highest level since 


March 1952, 


Imports turned downward in November, however, compared with 
those in October, so that despite some falling off in reexports, Britain’s 


November trade deficit was greatly re- 
duced. 

British trade statistics for November, 
compared with those of the preceding 
month, show a rise of £12.3 million in 
exports, but declines of £400,000 for re- 
exports and £7.4 million in imports. 
Thus the United Kingdom’s trade gap 
—excess of imports over exports plus 
reexports—was reduced from £42.9 mil- 
lion in October to £23.5 million in No- 
vember, the lowest point in the past 
3 years. 

The British trade gap in the first 
11 months of 1953 amounted to £607.5 
million, a decline of £109.7 from that of 
the like period in 1952. The entire drop 
in the 1953 trade balance reflected a 
marked decline in imports in January- 
November 1953 compared with the 
corresponding months in 1952. Imports 
fell by £165.7 million, while exports de- 
clined by £56.0 million. 


The November trade figures show a 
£10-million rise in oversea sales of en- 
gineering goods compared with October 
exports of £84 million. Although the 
monthly average of engineering exports 
in the third. quarter of 1953 amounted 
to £81 million, the average for October- 
November was £89 million. 


Exports of other manufactured goods 
also were higher in October-November 
than in the third quarter. There were 
increasés in oversea shipments of tex- 
tiles, metals, and chemicals. 


Imports Drop in Value 

Although United Kingdom imports in 
October and November showed little 
change from the third-quarter monthly 
average, imports for January-November 
1953 were 5 percent below those for the 
corresponding period in 1952. This fall 
in imports was brought about by the 
lower prices which Britain had to pay 
for these imports. Estimates indicate 
that the volume of imports actually in- 
creased by about 10 percent in the first 





11 months of 1953 compared with those 
of the like period in 1952. 

The United Kingdom import price in- 
dex, which had fallen steadily since the 


summer of 1952, remained unchanged at 
the June 1953 level until November 
1953, when it fell by 1 point to 86 
(1952=100). The export price index, 
relatively constant throughout 1953, 
also fell by 1 point in November to 96 
(1952=100). 

Because of this parallel movement in 
Britain’s import and export prices, the 
United Kingdom’s terms of trade—the 
ratio of import prices to export prices— 
for November remained at 90 (1952= 
100) for the fourth consecutive month. 


Dollar Exports High 


Provisional trade statistics indicate 
that exports to the United States in No- 
vember reached £11.3 million, a drop of 
about 19 percent from the high second- 
and third-quarter monthly averages. 
Shipments to Canada, however, at £13.8 
million were some 8 percent higher than 
the third-quarter monthly average. 


Sales to North America averaged 
£26.6 million a month during the first 
11 months of 1953, an increase of about 
16 percent over 1952. Exports to Canada 
were about 23 percent higher, and those 
to the United States increased by 10 
percent. 


Bolivian Miners Will Get 
Credit for Mechanization 


The Bolivian Mining Bank is going 
to help small- and medium-sized miners 
mechanize their operations by selling 
them imported machinery on credit, be- 
cause many companies cannot operate 
economically at the price levels for tin 
and other minerals. 


The bank will import about $900,000 
worth of mining equipment which is 
to be sold to the bank’s clients on the 
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installment plan with 5 years to pay. 
Early in November the bank notified 
all small- and medium-sized miners to 
present to it by December 6, 1953, an 
account of their needs and the approx- 
imate dollar cost involved.—Emb., La 
Paz. 





Thailand’s Government Purchasing 
Bureau has been named sole distributor 
of paper made by the Government 
owned paper mill. All Government 
agencies have been instructed to obtain 
their paper requirements if possible 
from the output of this mill and through 
the Purchasing Bureau, 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Mexican Business Outlook Improves 


The business outlook in Mexico improved slightly in November, and 
general optimism, tempered by cautions conservatism, developed in con- 


sequence of various factors. 


The mild relief from the general gloom which had prevailed all year 
arose not so much from any marked change in November sales but from 


increased income from seasonal agri- 
cultural exports, from the advent of 
the holiday season, and from a growing 
conviction that the end of the “readjust- 
ment period” following the Korean 
armistice was at hand. Prices were 
somewhat stabilized, some inventories 
were worked off, and confidence in the 
Government was growing. 

Some business sources, however, em- 
phasized that if the Federal Govern- 
ment maintains its determination to 
operate with a balanced budget, it will 
be April or May 1954, when large tax 
revenues from 1953 business profits are 
collected, before increased Government 
expenditures will be felt in commercial 
circles. 

Wholesale prices continued to rise 
slowly, the index reaching 400.9 in Oc- 
tober (1939=100), compared with 397.9 
in the preceding month and 392.7 in De- 
cember 1952, led by significant increases 
in consumer goods, general foodstuffs, 
and unprocessed foodstuffs. The Novem- 
ber cost-of-living index stood at 448.2 
(1939 = 100), 
points from the December 1952 figure 
of 467.1. 

Bankruptcy Law Needs Revision 

The Confederation of Industrial 
Chambers called for a thorough revision 
of existing bankruptcy and suspension 
of payments legislation. “Suspension of 
payments” is a judicial decision per- 
mitting a firm which cannot meet cur- 
rent bills to be granted an interval 
during which the necessity to pay out- 
standing obligations is suspended. 

Some business sources alleged that 
cértain unscrupulous firms were taking 
advantage of the uncertain business pe- 
riod to declare bankruptcy unnecessarily 
and thus erase outstanding obligations, 
or were ordering heavily from suppliers 
with the intention of applying for a 
suspension of payments once the mer- 
chandise had been received, The rash of 
defaulted payments which plagued busi- 
hess operations all year was adversely 


‘ affecting the ability and willingness of 


Mexican businessmen to grant reason- 
able credit terms. 


The money supply remained stable, 
and there continued to be no shortage 
of liquid funds available to the Mexican 
public and business sectors. Despite in- 
sistent claims that the flow of credit 
had “dried up,” loans and investments 
of private and national banks increased 
by 180 million pesos between January 
31 and September 30, 1953. 

Bank of Mexico rediscounts and inter- 
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a decline of almost 19. 





bank loans increased by 515 million 
pesos, primarily in loans to the National 
Agricultural Banks for increased pro- 
duction of basic foodstuffs and to 
CEIMSA to finance the importation 
of corn and beans. The existing struc- 
ture of commercial banking regulations 
is designed to implement the flow of 
loans into “production.” 


According to data published by the 
National Banking Commission, loans and 
credits granted by deposit, savings, and 
investment and capitalization banks in- 
creased by 479 thousand pesos during 
the first 8 months of 1953. 

Official policy in the banking sector 
continued to be preoccupied with loans 
for agricultural development, reflecting 
the administration’s determination to 
achieve a marked increase in food pro- 
duction. The Government has _ an- 
nounced that consideration in 1954 will 
be given to further loans by the Na- 
tional Agricultural Banks to increase 
farmland under cultivation, and a spe- 
cific plan of the National Bank of 
Ejido Credit to loan 10 million pesos 
to farmers in the Mexicali area to in- 
crease cotton production was revealed. 

Criticism was voiced at the tradi- 
tional reluctance of private banks to 
make agricultural loans, and one source 
stated that continued timidity in this 
area will cause the entire food produc- 
tion of Mexico to fall under control of 
the Federal Government. 


Budget To Be 4.8 Billion Pesos 


The Minister of Finance announced 
that the Federal budget for 1954 would 
be 4.8 billion pesos. A bill canceling up 
to 300 million pesos of municipal in- 
debtedness to the Federal Government 
was sent to the Congress and passed 
early in December. This is one of a 
series of measures designed to bolster 
the “strength and independence” of 
local governments. 
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A bill also was sent to Congress 
establishing an Industrial Guarantee 
Fund of 50 million pesos to guarantee 
losses resulting from industrial and 
manufacturing loans made by existing 
banking and credit institutions, The 
Government also proposed a bill limit- 
ing to 10,000 pesos monthly the income 
which officials of Government-domi- 
nated concerns could earn. 


The unfavorable trade balance dur- 
ing the summer and fall continued in 
October, according to data of the 
Ministry of Economy, when imports ex- 
ceeded exports by 153.7 million pesos. 
The unfavorable balance for the first 
10 months of 1953 amounted to 1,482.1 
million pesos compared with an unfa- 
vorable balance of 1,268.4 million pesos 
for all of 1952. 

The balance on current account trans- 
actions through September shows an 
unfavorable balance of 584.6 million 
pesos. The principal invisible income 
accounting for the smaller unfavorable 
balance on cu account is, of course, 
income from téurists. Preliminary Bank 
of. Mexico estimates indicate that in- 
come from tourists during the first 9 
months of 1953 was 1,980 million pesos. 


Export Surtax Protested 
The unfavorable trade balance was 
attributed locally to the fact that Mex- 
ico’s principal exports are raw materials 
which are subject to fluctuations in 
world prices; on the other hand, im- 


_ports are primarily manufactured prod- 


ucts not subject to sharp and: frequent 
price changes. Manufacturers state that 
in order to free itself from dependence 
on world prices for raw materials, Mex- 
ico must make genuine efforts to in- 
crease exports of manufactured goods. 

Strong protests have been made by 
some business groups to the Govern- 
ment against the 15-percent ad va- 
lorem export surtax as a barrier to 
the ability of Mexicah exports to com- 
pete in world markets, Others have 
contended that duties should be levied 
only on the exportation of raw mate- 
rials which are not produced in suffi- 
cient quantity to meet domestic needs. 
The Government’s position remains 
that export duties are being continu- 
ously reviewed and that when the mar- 
ket situation of a given commodity so 
requires, the duty rates will be changed. 

The National Bank of Foreign Trade 
reported that through September 1953 
cotton continued to be the most im- 
portant export (19.8 percent of value) 
followed.by coffee (13.6 percent), lead 
(10.3 percent), and copper (7.6 per- 
cent). Significant increases were effect- 
ed in 1953 over 1952 in the value of 
exports of coffee, refined silver, pe- 


(Continued on Page 14) 
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Discovery of Oil Significant to 
Economic Prospects in Australia 


The first significant discovery of oil in Australia was made at 
Exmouth Gulf in Western Australia by West Australia Petroleum Pty., 
Ltd., it was announced on December 4, 1953. 

The announcement stated that the well flowed at the rate of 23 
barrels an hour during a 25-hour test period. The depth of the drilling 


at that time was about 3,600 feet, but 
the rig used is capable of going to 15,000 
feet and drilling is being continued. It 
is believed that a better flow may be 
found at greater depths. 

West Australia Petroleurn Pty., Ltd., 
is owned jointly by American and Aus- 
tralian companies—80 percent by an 
American company and 20 percent by 
Ampol Exploration, Ltd., a subsidiary of 





This article, printed in the January 
11 issue of Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
is reprinted here because the lines of 
type were not in their proper order. 





Ampol Petroleum, Ltd., an Australian 
distributing company\Immediately fol- 
lowing the announce t of this dis- 
covery of oil, stock in Ampol Explora- 
tion rose from the equivalent of about 
$2.30 to $14 per share. 

Construction work on new oil re- 
fineries in Australia is continuing with- 
out interruption. The Shell refinery in 
the Melbourne area, with a daily proces- 
sing capacity of approximately 20,000 
barrels, is scheduled for completion in 
March 1954. 


Next in order of completion, in Au- 
gust 1954, is the plant of Standard 
Vacuum near Melbourne, with a capac- 
ity of about 25,000 barrels a day. The 
new Anglo-Iranian plant at Kwinana in 
Western Australia, the largest of the 
three, is expected to be finished in 1955. 
These new plants, together with the 
three smaller refineries already in op- 
eration, may meet all Australian oil re- 
quirements except for lubricants and 
aviation gasoline. 


Both domestic and foreign trade have 
continued to show expansion in recent 
months. Retail trade has been assisted 
by substantial reductions in sales tax 
and income tax rates provided for in 
the Federal budget for September, and 
by good wool returns, rising employ- 
ment and earnings, and other favorable 
economic developments. 


Trade Balance With U. S. Better 


During the July-September quarter 
of 1953 total imports into Australia 
were valued at A£157.9 million while 
exports reached a value of A£191.6 mil- 
lion, compared with imports of A£132.7 
million and exports of A£156.6 million 
in the corresponding quarter of 1952. 
Australia’s trade balance with the 
United States showed some improve- 
ment in the July-September quarter of 


4 





1953, with imports valued at A£14.7 
million and exports at A£12.9 million, 
compared with the corresponding quar- 
ter of 1952 when imports were valued 
at A£23.2 million and exports at A£10.8 
million. 


Wheat crop prospects improved mate- 
rially during November in all major 
producing States except South Austral- 
ia: The present outlook is for a total 
production of about 176 million bushels 
from 10.3 million acres, compared with 
slightly over 195 million bushels from 
10.2 million acres in 1952-53. The cost 
of production of wheat during the cur- 
rent season has been announced as 12s. 
7d. ($1.40) per bushel, or 8d. ($0.0714) 
per bushel over last year’s figure. 


Export prospects are rather gloomy 
at present. Few orders for either wheat 
or flour are coming in, and most flour 
mills are down to one or two shifts per 
day. It appears that closing stocks at 
the end of the marketing year, Novem- 
ber 30, 1954, may be much higher than 
the 41.3 million bushels estimated on 
hand December 1, 1953. 

The woo] market weakened markedly 
late in November but some recovery 
has since taken place. It is believed that 
the wool clip is not as large as pre- 
viously estimated and that the next 
official estimate will be smaller, which 
should have a strengthening effect on 
prices. 


Wool sold during the 4 months July 
through October totaled 1,052,650 bales, 
which was about 9 percent more than a 
year earlier, and prices averaged about 
10 percent higher. Total proceeds for 
the period were over A£111.2 million, 
compared with A£95.3 million for the 
corresponding period of 1952. 


Lighter Manufacturing Up 


The volume of manufacturing output 
in Australia is running at a level equal 
to or slightly in excess of the 1951 peak, 
according to a survey published in the 
latter part of November by the Division 
of Industrial Development of the Com- 
monwealth Department of National De- 
velopment. The survey, made in October 
by interviewing a sample of manufac- 
turers and by employing other means, 
revealed that production and employ- 
ment had moved up steadily during the 
past 6 months and that employment in 
manufacturing is now little below the 
peak level of 1951, while productivity 
has improved. 


Most manufacturers were found to be 


—— 


optimistic. They believe that the im 
dustry has regained a healthier leve] of 
activity and regard prospects for the 
next 6 months as favorable. Some man. 
ufacturers, however, were conce 
about the competitive effect that 
sudden lifting of import restrictions 
might have upon their sales volume, AL 
though the curtailment of imports wag 
for the purpose of overcoming the bak 
ance-of-payments difficulties, the survey 
indicated that it had helped many i 
dustries, particularly in the textile and 
clothing fields, to maintain or increase 
output. 


The summary indicated that the 


heavier industries, dependent upon pub. | 


lic and private finance, were showing 
less resilience than the lighter many 
facturing trades. It was believed that 
there had been little, if any, activity in. 
crease over the past 6 months in metal. 
working machinery, locomotives, 
construction and excavating equipment 
among the industries making investment 
goods. 

Some sections of the food processing 





#42288 


an | 


industry which depend largely on em | 
port trade also lacked stimulation. On | 


the other hand, it was indicated that 
production of such consumer goods ag 
textiles, pharmaceuticals, and some do 
mestic electric appliances had increased 
by as much as 10 to 35 percent since 
March 1953.—Cons. Gen., Sydney. 





New Transformer Project 
Inaugurated in Matera 


A new 60,000-volt transformer sub 
station was inaugurated in Matera, 
Italy, during October 1953. The sub 
station was planned and constructed 
by the Societa’ Lucana per Imprese 
Idroelettriche. Construction of the 
project required a total of 5,800 work. 
ing days, of which 1,700 working days 
were required to install the electrical 
equipment. 

The substation is equipped with one 
60,000/30,000-volt, 6,250-kilowatt trans 
former and two 30,000/10,000-volf, 
1,000-kilowatt transformers. OCREN of 
Naples manufactured the equipment in 
stalled in the new substation. 

This new unit will be connected with 
the Societa’ Meridionale Elettricita’ sta 
tion in Palagiano in the same manner 
as the 60,000-volt substation in Mig- 
lionico. 

Completion of the project assures the 
city of Matera and the surrounding 
area an ample source of power, not 
only for the present but for future re- 
quirements. 

Civic authorities hope that the in 
creased availability of power will act 
as an incentive to industrialists to cons 
sider Matera a suitable site for the 
construction of new factories. 





Australian lard production in a 
is estimated at 4,380 tons compar 
with 4,470 tons in 1951-52.—Emb, 
Sydney. 
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El Salvador Proposes 


Power Distribution 


El Salvador proposes to distribute 
the electric energy from the Lempa 
River through the medium of private, 
municipal, cooperative, or composite 
enterprises according to the conditions 

ailing in each section of the coun- 
try. The understanding is that rates 
for the electric energy and the dis- 
tribution standards will not be de- 
termined arbitrarily by the distributors, 
as it is the Government’s decision to 
regulate and supervise with the great- 
est care such organizations or enter- 
for the purposes of assuring 
cheap and efficient service. 


The Ministry of Economy engaged 
the services of a specialist to conduct 
a study of rates for the sale of electric 
energy by the Compania Electrica Lem- 
pa (CEL) and for the resale of such 
energy by the distributing organiza- 
tioris or enterprises. Upen the conclu- 
sion of this study, the President ap- 
pointed .a commission composed of the 
Ministry of Economy and Finance and 
the Directors of CEL to negotiate the 

two contracts for the distribution 
of energy generated by the Lempa 
Dam, the first with the Compania de 
Alumbrado Electrico de San Salvador 
(CAESS), which serves the largest 
area in the country, and the second 
with the Compania Electrica de Orienta 
(CEO), which serves San Miguel. 


Distribution Contract Drawn Up 


As a result of such negotiations, the 
basis for a power distribution contract 
was drawn up between CEL and 
CAESS for a period of 5 years; it cov- 
ers the San Salvador, Santa Tecla, and 
Cojutepeque areas and various inter- 
vening and adjacent towns. CEL will 
sell electric energy at a price equiva- 
lent to 2% centavos (US$0.01) as a 
charge for each kilowatt-hour of energy 
plus 50 colones (US$20) per kilowatt 
per year for maximum demand. CAESS 
commits itself to make a considerable 
reduction in the rates, as well as to 
carry out a program of investment in 
reconstruction and improvement of its 
distribution lines which will amount to 
9 million colones (US$3.6 million) dur- 
ing the next 4 years. 

The basic data relative to the agree- 
ment on rates with CAESS represent 
the following percentages of reduction 
in the various rate brackets: Flat rate, 
15 to 25 percent; residential, 5 to 25 
percent; commercial, 3 to 20 percent; 
power, 25 percent. 

With regard to standards of distribu- 
tion, the Ministry of Economy likewise 
engaged the services of a_ specialist, 
who was charged with the task of pre- 
paring the following: 

® A project for the overhauling of 


the electric distribution system in San 
Salvador. 


January 18, 1954 


@ Regulations for electric installa- 
tions on public property. 

@ Regulations for installations in 
residential buildings. 


@ Instruction manuals for electric in- 
spectors. 


This specialist has delivered the 
draft projects which will form the 
groundwork for an effective work pro- 
gram, 


U. S. Firm Gets Contract 
For Dam Project in Iraq 


The Iraqi Development Board has 
awarded a contract to an American 
firm for the preparation of specifications 
and tender terms for the Derbend-i- 
Khan Dam project. 


The board.also awarded to a Belgian 
firm a contract to prepare the necessary 
specifications, tender terms, and other 
matters required for the second stage in 
building a sugar factory in Iraq. The 
first stage, limited to agriculture exper- 
iments, was undertaken during 1953 by 
a number of agricultural experts. 


Other recent decisions of the board 
concerned the allocation of funds for: 


@ The drilling of 150 artesian wells 
throughout Iraq, for which tenders will 
be invited. 


@ The employment of six foreign 
drillers. 

@ The purchase of a dredger-sucker. 

Earlier decisions of the Iraqi Devel- 
opment Board were published in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, September 14, 
1953, page 4, and December 14, 1953, 
page 6.—Emb., Baghdad. 








Wide Support Urged for 
World Trade Week 


Nationwide support of World 
Trade Week in the interest of 
better living standards every- 
where has been asked by, Rich- 
ard L. Bowditch, President of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the 
United States. 

While May 16-22, coinciding 
with National Martime Day, May 
22, is the most popular period for 
observance of World Trade Week, 
some communities prefer other 
dates. However, Mr. Bowditch 
said the important point is rec- 
ognition by every community the 
year around that world trade ben- 
efits each of us individually while . 
promoting national economic se- 
curity. 

Mr. Bowditch pointed out that 
increased trade with other coun- 
tries raises production and pro- 
motes wider distribution of goods 
at fair prices’ in free markets, 
thus improving standards of liv- 
ing throughout the world. 











ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Irish Banks To. Assist 
State Capital Outlays 


The Irish Government has announced 
its intention to call upon the Irish com- 


mercial banks for funds to assist in 
financing State capital expenditures. 

Estimates, based on the program of 
such expenditures set out in the budget 
and the funds that appear to be avail- 
able from sources_customarily utilized 
to meet this outlay, indicate that these 
banks might be expected to provide up 
to £10 million before March 31, 1954, 
the end of the fiscal year. 


Ireland has long maintained that a 
greater proportion of commercial bank 
funds should find an outlet in domestic 
investment sources rather than being 
placed in British outlets. The bankers 
have contended that these funds largely 
constituted reserves and that they 
therefore had to be invested in safe and 
easily liquidated securities which the 
London market offered but which the 
Dublin market did not. 


Financial circles have interpreted the 
official announcement as an overt move 
in the program to repatriate part of 
Ireland’s investments abroad by press- 
ing the local banks to provide funds for 
capital purposes. ~ 

Savings Greater 

The same group has expressed some 
concern at the move since it makes the 
Government a competitor for funds in 
a capital market heretofore devoted 
largely to supplying private enterprise, 
thus raising the question as to whether 
the accumulation of investment funds in 
the local economy can be great enough 
to supply both demands. However, the 
Minister for Industry and Commerce 
has maintained that current savings in 
1953 have exceeded those on the corre- 
sponding date in 1952, and he has been 
optimistic that all demands could and 
would be met. 


Many sources question whether the 
national income at present production 
levels can support the level of Govern- 
ment. expenditure, current or capital, 
and the present level of consumer ex- 
penditure, reduced as it is, and still 
supply the investment accumulation 
necessary to meet legitimate private 
needs, particularly if the latter are to 
be expanded to fulfill the expectations 
of the Minister for Industry and Com- 
merce for exports. 

The Irish Independent financial editor 
expressed a rather widely held opinion 
as follows: “There must be many Irish 
companies patiently awaiting an op- 
portunity to come to the market for 
fresh capital. Nowadays the chief diffi- 
culty in this regard would appear to be 
in finding a time when the market is 
not either becoming adjusted after a 
big Government loan or making prepa- 
rations for a new one,.”—Emb., Dublin. 








ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Brazil's Outstanding 
Drafts $69.8 Million 


Brazil’s outstanding draft indebted- 
ness declined by $12 million during 
November to a 27-month low of $69.8 
million, the Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York has reported. These figures 
represent Brazilian indebtedness to 
those exporters whose financing is re- 
ported by the 15 banks participating in 
the Federal Reserve Bank’s monthly 
survey of Latin American export credit 
conditions. 

Drafts paid by Brazil declined to 
$18.6 million in November from $35.2 
million in October. The value of new 
drafts drawn upon Brazilian importers 
totaled $6.6 million, substantially above 
the level of October, when Brazil’s new 
exchange allocation system was intro- 
duced, but approximately equal to the 
monthly average for the first 3 quarters 
of 1953. 

For Latin American countries other 
than Brazil, outstanding draft indebted- 
ness rose by $2.1 million to a new 1953 
high of $75.3 million. Moderate in- 
creases occurred for most countries, 
primarily Colombia, Venezuela, Cuba, 
Chile, and Ecuador, while Niearagua and 
Honduras were notable among several 
small declines. Total drafts paid were 
somewhat above the Oetober level, 
while the proportion of drafts that were 
paid promptly by Latin American coun- 
tries other than Brazil increased slight- 
ly for the third consecutive month. New 
drawings in November were higher than 
in any month since December 1952. 

Total outstanding confirmed letters of 
credit drawn in favor of U. S. exporters 
to Latin America declined in November 
by $2.3 million, an increase of $2.1 mil- 
lion for Brazil being more than offset 
by a drop of $4.4 million for the rest of 
Latin America. Significant declines were 
registered by Mexico, Argentina, the 
Dominican Republic, Bolivia, and Chile, 
while Colombia and Uruguay showed 
noteworthy increases. 





Spanish Income Increases 


Spanish national income increased 
from 233,851 million pesetas in 1951 to 
250,340 million pesetas in 1952, accord- 
ing to an announcement of the Council 
of National Economy published in the 
weekly bulletin of the Ministry of Com- 
merce. (Approximately 39 pesetas= 
US$1, at the free market rate.) 

This increase was due principally to 
the rise in industrial production, which 
registered an increase of 7.8 points over 
the 1951 index figure of 127.2 (1929= 
100). Agricultural production showed 
a decline of 4.4 points from the 1951 
index figure of 97.9. 





About 60 to 70 percent of the esti- 
mated world production of caster beans 
originates in Brazil and India. 
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Irrigation Projects in 
India Accelerated 


A special Chief Engineer is be- 
ing appointed by the State Gov- 
ernment of Mysore, India, to ac- 
celerate work on three irrigation 
projects and on other major irri- 
gation works in the State. Accord- 
ing to the Chief Minister, the 
Government of India will lend My- 
sore State 35 million rupees 
($7,350,000) for two of the three 
projects. 

Of three major Five-Year Plan 
irrigation projects in Mysore 
State, two are expected to be com- 
pleted by March 1956 and provide 
irrigation for 41,000 acres. The 
third and largest project, which 
would irrigate about 50,000 acres 
by the middle of 1957, is expected 
to be completed by March 1959. 











West Bengal Plan Calls 
For Five Major Projects 


The West Bengal government has 
submitted to the National Planning 
Commission, Government of India, five 
major development schemes for con- 
sideration in connection with the ad- 
justment of the Five-Year Plan. These 
are: 

@ Supply of power to Calcutta from 
the Damodar Valley Corporation 
(DVC). 

@ Utilization of sewage in Calcutta 
for generating gas for domestic and 
industrial consumption. 

@ Drainage and development of the 
Salt Lake areas in north and south 
Calcutta. 

@ Coke-cum-electric grid scheme at 
Durgapur near Asansol. 


@ Expansion of the light engineering 
industries in Howrah, across the river 
from Calcutta. 


In regard to the first project, it is 
proposed to make available to Calcutta 
within 2 years 45,000 kw. of electric 
power from the Bokaro powerhouse of 
the DVC, where three plants with a 
total eapacity of 150,000 kw, are avail- 
able. The total capacity of the Bokaro 
powerhouse will be 200,000 kw. 

Extension of the power supply to 
Calcutta will necessitate additional 
generating equipment. Such additional 
power will serve to meet the growing 
demand of the industrial area and help 
expansion of its industries. The new 
system is to be integrated with the 
electric power already available at Cal- 
cutta and supplied bythe Calcutta Elec- 
tric Supply Corporation, which will be 
the distributing agency. 





World Trade Week, May 16-22. 
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Mozambique Plans for 
Higher Expenditures 


The 1954 budget announced by the 
Mozambique Government provides for 
total expenditures of 2,377.7 million eg. 
cudos, 29 percent above the prec 
year’s budget of 1,846.1 million escudos 
(1 escudo=US$0.035). The budget year 
in Mozambique is the calendar year, 

This substantial increase in budgeted 
expenditures is accounted for mainly 
by expanded allocations for extraop. 
dinary expenditures on public works 
projects under the Mozambique Devel. 
opment Plan. Extraordinary expendi. 
tures budgeted for 1954 total 617 mil 
lion escudos, dr 44 percent higher than 
that for 1953. Of this total, 510 mil 
lion escudos is set aside for projects 
under the plan and 107 million escudos 
for regional development projects out- 
side the central plan. 

Developmental activities to be car 
ried forward under 1954 budget alle 
cations include certain irrigation, drain 
age, and hydroelectric schemes, airport 
and railroad improvements projects, 
geological surveys, and various publi¢ 
health projects.—Cons. Gen., Loureneg 
Marques. 





Swiss Loan To Be Issued 
In Favor of Australia 


Arrangements have been completed 
for the issuance in Switzerland of a 
public loan of 60 million Swiss franes, 
or about $14 million, in favor of the 
Government of the Commonwealth of 
Australia, the Commonwealth Treasur- 
er has announced. 


The loan, to be issued at 1-percent 
discount and bear 4-percent interest, 
will run for 15 years although the 
Australian Government has an option 
to repay it-in whole or in part after 12 
years. The loan was underwritten by 
a Swiss banking group led by the Swiss 
Bank Corporation and the Credit 
Suisse. 

The purpose of the loan is understood 
to be threefold: 

@ Generally to bolster Australia’s 
hard-currency reserves. 

@ To assist development, especially 
by financing the purchase of hard-cur- 
rency capital equipment. 

@ To ease in part the drain on Gov- 
ernment resources which may be caused 
by the undertaking to provide up to 
Af£95 million for the public works of 
the States in case’the loan program 
does not produce the target amount of 
A£200 million.—Emb., Canberra. 





Additional supervisory personnel has 
been appointed by the Madras govern- 
ment, India, to expedite the work on 
the Manimuthar Irrigation Project, 
which is expected to be completed in 
1955 at an estimated cost of 39,800,000 
rupees or $8,358,000. 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
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Israel Stops Issuance 
Of Separate Visas 


The Israel Government has an- 
nounced that it will no longer 
issue visas on separate pieces of 
paper which are not a part of a 
passport. 

Arab countries prohibit entry of 
passport holders having Israel 
yisas in their passports. In the 
past the Israel Government. per- 
mitted issuance of visas on sepa- 
rate pieces of paper which could 
be detached before the passport 
holder reached an Arab country. 
—Emb., Tel Aviv. 











Greece Renews Chile, 
Uruguay Trade Pacts 


Greece and Chile, by an exchange of 
letters in November 1953, renewed their 
trade agreement which expired on July 
8, 1953, for another year, or to July 8, 
1954. 

The trade agreement signed on June 
li, 1951, between the Bank of Greece 
and the Banco de la Republica Oriental 
del Uruguay which expired on May 25, 
1953, but thereafter remained tacitly 
in force was formally renewed in Octo- 
ber 1953 through an exchange of let- 
ters between the two banks. 

Since the signing of the original 
agreement between Greece and Chile 
on July 8, 1952, virtually no trade has 
developed in the direction of Chile, and 
Greek imports from Chile have con- 
sisted only of 2,900 tons of pulses 
Valued at £240,000 (US$672,000). 
Greece, however, has authorized the im- 
portation of $440,000 of sodium nitrate 
from Chile. 

Greece is interested in exporting to 
Chile leaf tobacco, naval stores, cotton 
and rayon textiles, sponges, olives, olive 
oil, saffron, and some minerals. 

The original agreement between 
Greece and Uruguay provided for a 
level of trade of $475,000 in either di- 
rection while under their renewed 
agreement the level is increased to 
$650,000 in each direction. 


Greek products to be exported are 
as follows (figures in thousands of U. S. 


dollars): Currants, dried figs, olives, 
and saffron, 275; naval stores, 200; to- 
bacco, 100; olive oil, 50; sponges, 15, 
and emery, 10. 

Uruguayan export products include 
frozen meat, raw hides, yarns, linseed, 
and linseed oil. Provision is made 
Whereby Greece may utilize the full 


amount of the $650,000 for the purchase 
of Uruguayan frozen meat. 

Earnings from Greck exports and in- 
Visibles from October 1, 1952, the date 


January 18, 1954 





Pakistan Imports To Stress Needs 


Of Industry; U. S. 


List Enlarged 


Nearly 70 percent of Pakistan’s foreign-exchange expenditures for 
imports in 1954 is to be earmarked for industrial requirements, the 
Pakistan Minister of Commerce has stated. 

Most of the remaining 30 percent is to be utilized for essential con- 
sumer goods and only a small part for imports of nonessential items. ° 


Details of the new import policy for 
the first half of 1954, as announced on 
December 16, reveal that although a 
number of commodities have been added 
to the list of items importable from the 
dollar area, other items have been re- 
moved. More items are added than are 
removed, however, and the net result 
should benefit American exporters, both 
as to number of items and importance 
of the commodities involved. 


New Items Added to Dollar List 


The following commodities not pre- 
viously importable from the dollar area 


are now on the licensable list: 
Certain chemicals; electromedical appara- 
tus, dry batteries; domestic valitocceter 
parts: new ty writers; certain office ma- 
chines; humidification plants, including 
sprinkiers; air-conditioning machinery. 


Marine diesel engines; internal combustion 
engines of the road-vehicle type; fuel injec- 
tion equipment; electric generators: power- 
driven pumps; tractors and farming equip- 
ment; bulldozers and earth- -moving machin- 
ery. 

Printing machinery and _ type 
machinery; synthetic rubber; 
motor vehicle parts; 
chines; 


canning 
kai pens; 
industrial sewing ma- 
and gelatin capsules. 

Items removed from the dollar-area 
list and now no longer licensable from 
that area are the following: 

Used clothing; certain printed matter; 
in cylinders; sulfate of ammonia; 
chemicals; certain drugs and medicines; 
coal-tar dyes; engine and boiler packing; 
ball, roller, and taper bearings; oil engines; 
certain mineral oils; paints; and raw tobacco. 


All but three commodities importable 
from the dollar area are also importable 
from other areas. The three commodi- 
ties importable exclusively from the dol- 
lar area are homeopathic and biochemic 
medicines, gas black and carbon black, 
and synthetic rubber, 


The licensing of many commodities is 
subject to provisions or limitations as 
to the type of importer who may import 
certain commodities and as to past 
imports of the license applicant. 


gas 
certain 


Machinery Imports Heavy 
Licenses for essential machinery will 
be issued, the Commerce Minister said, 
to a total value of 100 million rupees 
(approximately US$30 million), of 





on which the first transaction took 
place under the agreement, to October 
31, 1953, totaled $556,769, according to 
the Barik of Greece, whereas its total 
payments for imports and _ invisibles 
amounted to $231,628, leaving a sur- 
plus of $325,141 dollars in Greece's 
favor. 





° 


which half will be allocated for the re- 
quirements of the Government-financed 
Pakistan Industrial Development Cor- 
poration, and the remainder for private 
industries, especially those utilizing lo- 
cally produced raw. materials, such as 
jute, cotton, and wool. In addition, ' 
licenses will be issued for machinery 
on a deferred-payment basis. 

The Minister said that the Govern- 
ment had arranged to import cotton 
piece-goods to a value of about 40 mil- 
lion rupees (US$12 million), mainly 
from Japan, but that following the ar- 
rival of these shipments in February 
import licenses for this commodity to a 
total value of 20 million rupees (US$6 
million) would be issued to private 
traders. 

Pakistan is eager, the Minister also 
said, to stimulate trade with neighbor- 
ing countries, and he indicated that 
some consideration was being given to 
establishing “rupee account trade” with 
some of the Middle Eastern countries. 

A limited number of copies of the offi- 
cial Import Control Notice are available 
on loan from the Far Eastern Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., or from the Department’s New 
York Field Office, 346 Broadway, New 
York, N/Y,. 





Norwegian and East German 
Agencies Sign Private Pact 


A private compensation agreement 
between Norsk Kompensasjonsselskap 
A/S, of Oslo, and Deutscher Innen und 
Aussenhandel (DIA), of East Berlin, 
was signed in the latter place on De- 
cember 18. 

The new agreement calls for an ex- 
change of goods in 1954 to a value of 
$8,250,000 in each direction, an increase 
of $200,000 over the 1953 agreement. 

Commodities and quotas are similar 
to those contained in the former agree- 
ment except that East German sugar 
exports are reduced from $1,900,000 to 
$1,500,000. Other important East Ger- 
man exports will include potassium fer- 
tilizers, textiles, automobiles, office 
appliances, and various types of ma- 
chinery. 

Norwegian exports will include 
$4,000,000 of fish and fish products and 
60,000 metric tons of pyrites valued at 
about $1,500,000.—Emb., Oslo. 
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lran Allows Quotas To Be Raised 


Iranian import regulations have been 
amended by a decree approved by the 
Iranian Council of Ministers on Novem- 
ber 9, 1953. 

The most significant changes are as 
follows: 

@ The Minister of National Economy 
is authorized to increase imports of any 
item on the quota list if such action is 
considered in the best interests of the 
country. 

Under this authorization the Minister 
has instructed the Bank Melli to proceed 
with the opening of credits and liqui- 
dation of outstanding drafts on essen- 
tial, or category 1, goods. 

For goods in category 2, semiessen- 
tials, the bank can open credits and 
liquidate drafts up to an additional 50 
percent of the original allocation for 
items in the import quota list provided 
quotas for the particular items have 
not been exhausted. 

When quotas for category 3, or non- 
essential, items are exhausted the Bank 
is authorized to liquidate’ additional 
drafis up to 50 percent of original 
allocations. 

Drafts for goods in categories 2 and 
3 received after November 21, 1953, 
may be liquidated beyond the 50-per- 
cent limit if such action is deemed 
necessary. 





Indian License Changes 
Affect U. S..ltems 


The Government of India on De- 
cember 30 announced its new im- 
port-licensing policy for the first 
half of 1954. 

Changes of special interest to 
American firms, according to a 
preliminary report, are as follows: 

@ The quota for alligator-type 
steel belt lacing is increased from 
10 to 25 percent. 

@ Various drugs and medicines 
which formerly had small individ- 
ual quotas are now permitted an 
overall quota of 75 percent. 

@ Import of tractors is liberal- 
ized. 

® Additional quantities of ma- 
chinery items, exposed cinemato- 


graphic films, and optical and 
scientific instruments will be 
licensed. 


@® The quota for secondhand 
clothing is reduced from 50 to 25 
percent. 

* The qupta for pistons and cyl- 
inders is reduced from 75 to 25 
percent. 

@ Imports of certain types of 
boilers are prohibited. 

® Quotas for various 
items are liberalized. 


other 











@ Under the new decree the Bank 
is also instructed to turn over to con- 
signees all time drafts for category 1 
goods in order to insure quick import- 
ation of essential goods. 


Time drafts for category 2 goods are 
to be turned over to the consignee if 
the maturity dates are before March 
21, 1954, the end of the Iranian year. 

The Bank will continue to hold time 
drafts for category 3 goods until pay- 
ment is completed. 

@ Documents received by merchants 
will be acceptable by the Bank Melli for 
clearance of goods, whereas previously 
documents received by merchants had 
to be returned to consignors for direct 
transmittal to the Bank. 


@ Import of cotton cord for Venetian 
blinds also is authorized. 





Denmark Now Licenses 


U. S. Office Machines 


The Danish Board of Goods Supply 
is now licensing for import various 
types of office machines from the United 
States upon application from importers 
representing U. S. manufacturers on 
the Danish market. 


As much as 2 million crowns (US- 
$290,000) may be made available for 
this purpose in 1954. This is the first 
substantial allocation of dollar ex- 
change for import of U. S. office. ma- 
chines since the war. 

Typewriters, adding machines, book- 
keeping machines, cash registers, and 
other types of office machines are ex- 
pected to be authorized. Previously 
dollar imports in this category were 
confined to spare parts or special types 
of machines for which there was an 
essential need and which could not be 
obtained elsewhere, 

European manufacturers’ have 
strengthened their position on the Dan- 
ish market in recent years, but, be- 
cause of the popularity and recognized 
high quality of the American products, 


_ Jocal dealers anticipate no competitive 


difficulties in selling the U. S. equip- 
ment they are allowed to import. 


Denmark's dollar position has shown 
steady and substantial improvement 
during 4he past year. At the same time, 
however, its position in the European 
Payments Union has followed an ad- 
verse trend. 

Allocation of further dollar exchange 
for office machine imports probably 
will depend on future developments in 
Denmark’s dollar reserve and its posi- 
tion in EPU.—Emb., Copenhagen. 





Olive oil production’in Lebanon in 
1953 is estimated at about 11,000 short 
tons, substantially above the preceding 
year.—Emb., Beirut. 


Greece Signs New Pacts 
With Turkey, Bulgaria 


Greece and Turkey on November 7, 
1953, signed new trade and payments 
agreements to replace those signed be. 
tween the two countries in April 1952 

Trade and payments agreements were 
also signed between Greece and Bulk 
garia on December 5. 


The new agreement with Turkey 
provides that their trade will be goy- 
erned by the import-export regulations 
currently in force in each country and 
includes new lists of products which 


each country will import from the other, 


Since Greece has abolished all im- 
port controls and quantitative restric. 
tions there are no quotas on products 
which it will import. Greek exports to 
Turkey are, however, to be made on 
the basis of quotas, the largest of which 
are to be the quotas for cement to a 
value of $3 million; cotton yarn and 
fabrics, $2 million; and agricultural ma- 
chinery, $1 million. 

The payments agreement provides 
that bank accounts in Greece and 
Turkey will be kept in terms of U. §&, 
dollars and that conversions will be 
effected at the official rates of ex 
change maintained by the central banks 
of both countries. The credit margin 
beyond which no transfers are author 
ized is set at $1 million. 


The agreements will remain in effect 
for 1 year from date of signature and 
are to be tacitly renewed on expiration 
unless 2 months’ termination notice is 
given. 

The agreement with Bulgaria pro- 
vides for quotas of $1,800,000 in each 
direction. 

Bulgaria is to export to Greece mainly 
the following (figures in thousands of 
U. S. dollars): 

Nitrate fertilizers, 600; 
animals, 175; cottonseed, 150; vetch, 
100; anthracite coal, 125; fresh eggs, 
75; plywood, 75; and paper products, 75, 

Greece will export to Bulgaria chiefly: 

Cotton, 250; black olives in brine, 
210; citrus fruits, 157; dried fruits, 80; 
rice, 100; rayon filament yarn, 100; 
superphosphate, 130; pyrites and man- 
ganese ore, 100; and cotton goods, 100. 

The Greek-Bulgarian payments agree- 
ment provides for the establishment of 
non-interest-bearing accounts in U. §&. 
dollars with the central banks of both 
countries, through which all transac- 
tions will be cleared. The agreement 
further provides that all invoices will 
be in terms of U. S. dollars and estab- 
lishes a credit margin of $150,000, 
which is not to be exceeded by either 
bank. 

These agreements will remain in 
effect until December 31, 1954, and will 
be tacitly extended thereafter unless 
formally terminated on 90 days’ notice. 


slaughtered 
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Haiti Raises Special 
Surtax on Imports 


The special customs import surtax 
jmposed in Haiti in addition to the reg- 
war 20-percent import surtax has been 
jncreased from a flat 3 percent to a 

ated tax of 344, 4, and 4% percent 
on lists of items classified as of prime 
necessity, semiluxury, and luxury, re- 
spectively, by a law published in Le 
Moniteur of September 28, 1953. 

This surtax is calculated on the c. i. f. 
yalue of the articles imported plus 
customs duties, the 20-percent surtax, 
handling charges, and stamp fees, but 
it does not include the value of fines 
assessed by Customs. 

Returns from the %, 1, and 1% per- 
cent increases over and above the nor- 
mal 3-percent surtax are to be placed in 
aspecial account, to be used as follows: 
40 percent for development of asphalt 
roads; 30 percent for educational proj- 
ects; 10 percent for the Institute of 
Statistics; and 20 percent for such mis- 
cellaneous uses as tourism and national 
defense.—Emb., Port-au-Prince, 

Imposition of the 3-percent special 
customs surtax was announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, March 28, 1949, 
page 25. 





New Brazil-Uruguay Pact 
Covers $38 Million Trade 


Brazil and Uruguay on December 18, 
1953, signed a trade agreement provid- 
ing for an annual exchange of $38 mil- 
lion in trade each way. 

The agreement will go into effect 
upon ratification by both countries, al- 
though it is anticipated that some 
Uruguayan commodities, such as wheat 
and wheat flour, will be shipped to Bra- 
zil before ratifications are completed. 

The agreement covers a 3-year period, 
but it may be extended by mutual con- 
sent. 

Shipments are to be made if possible 
on Brazilian and Uruguayan merchant 
ships. 

Uruguayan exports to Brazil the first 
year, according to the Uruguayan press, 
will comprise wheat and wheat flour to 
a value of $18 million; meat and by- 
products, $8 million; live animals, $4 
million; oilseed cakes and meal, $1.2 
million; and other products, $6.8 mil- 
lion. 

Brazilian exports will consist of lum- 
ber to a value of $8 million; cotton 
fiber, $7 million; yerba mate, $6.5 mil- 
lion; sugar, $4.5 million; coffee, $3.5 
million; tobacco, $3 million; bananas, 
$1 million; and others, $4.5 million.— 
Emb., Montevideo. 





The feasibility of constructing a sub- 
Way system for the city of Caracas to 
relieve traffic congestion is being 
Studied by an American engineering 
firm, according to the Caracas press. 


January 18, 1954 





Deadline Set for Some_ 
Shipments to Chile 


Shipments to Chile covered by 
import licenses issued against the 
1953 foreign-exchange budget 
after October 1, 1953, must be 
embarked from the country of 
origin before January 31, 1954. 


This requirement, provided by 
Chilean National Foreign Trade 
Council Regulation, paragraph 3, 
is of special importance to Ameri- 
can exporters. 

The normal period of import 
license validity is 90 days. 











Swiss, West Germans 
Sign New Agreement 


A new trade and payments agree- 
ment between Switzerland and the Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany was signed 
on November 10, 1953. 

Under this agreement Germany grants 
quotas for import from Switzerland of 
up to the equivalent of $28;776,000 in 
items. for which Germany ordinarily 
does not issue import licenses. 


Switzerland agrees to admit the 
equivalent of about $70,747,000 in 
German commodities included in the 
list of items not yet liberalized by the 
Swiss Government. Moreover, Switzer- 
land will permit export of 150,000 
metric tons of iron ore to Germany, 
in return for which Germany promises 
to deliver 1,400,000 metric tons of coal, 
16,000 tons of petrol coke, and 150,000 
tons of rolled-iron. products. 


Principal Swiss exports to Germany 
under the new pact include farm breed- 
ing animals to the equivalent of about 
$264,000; fruits and fruit products, 
$3,024,000; pocket and wrist watches, 
$3,456,000; dyestuffs of coal-tar origin, 
$3,564,000; and textiles, $9,864,000. 

Among the German items to be im- 
ported into Switzerland are: Seed 
potatoes to the equivalent of about 
$291,250; beef for consumption, $256,- 
300; textiles, $4,660,000; glass and 
ceramics, $3,961,000; metal products, 
including jewelry, $8,388,000; machines, 
$4,194,000; motor vehicles and bicycles, 


$32,620,000; electrotechnical items, 
$3,029,000; and _ travelers’ articles, 
$2,563,000, 


The new trade agreement is retro- 
active to October 1, 1953, and will 
expire on September 30, 1954. 


Balances Settled Within EPU 


The new payments agreement is 
based on the principle that reciprocal 
payments balances will continue to be 
settled within the framework of the 
European Payments Union. It also 
provides for service of debts and trans- 
fer of current income in connection with 


CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Japan To Take 300,000 
Tons Burma Rice in “54 


A trade arrangement and a supple- 
mentary ricé sale and purchase agree- 
ment between Japan and Burma were - 
signed on December 8, 1953, at Ran- 
goon. Both agreements went into im- 
mediate effect and cover the period 
1954 through 1957. 


Japan agrees to take 300,000 tons of 
Burmese rice in 1954. The base price 
is to be in terms of Ngasein small-mill 
special 42-percent broken rice at £50 
(US$140) a ton, f.o.b. Burmese port. 
In the following 3 years Japan will take 
between 200,000 and 300,000 tons at 
prices no higher than those set by Bur- 
ma for sales of the same or smaller 
quantities to other purchasers. 


’ The trade arrangement is a compara- 
tively brief document, but it is expected 
to contribute importantly toward in- 
creasing trade between the two coun- 
tries. It provides for conduct of trade 
according to the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, most-favored-nation 
treatment, Japanese training of Bur- 
mese technicians, and comprehensive 
lists of commodities available for ex- 
port from each country. The lists are 
to be reviewed annually. 


LEBANON 


Revises Several Duties 


Certain handling equipment has 
been reclassified in the Lebanese cus- 
toms tariff, and the import duties on 
aliphatic organic compounds and opo- 
therapic products have beén revised, by 
decrees Nos. 368 and 369 (amendments 
Nos. 260 and 261), released on Novem- 
ber 11, 1953, and effective November 14. 

These items with their revised per- 
cent ad valorem “normal” duties, which 
are applicable to the United States, and 
former normal duties, shown in paren- 
theses, are as follows: 


No. 833a (revised classification), Travelin 
platforms, cableways, spiral conveyors, 
conveyors, live roller trains, pulley blocks, 1 
percent (same). 

No. 272, Amines, amides, and other ali- 
phatic organic compounds, n.e.3., 1 percent 
(25 percent). 

No. 289, ae products, 1 percent 


(11 percent 
—Emb., Beirut. 











Swiss capital investments in German 
hydroelectric plants along the Rhine. 

The payments agreement will expire 
on December 31, 1954, but will be 
automatically renewed every year un- 
less notice to terminate is given by 
either party 6 months before the end 
of the year. 

The two countries agree that pay- 
ments for purchases made by or for 
the Western Allied Armed Forces are 
not subject to the terms of the German- 
Swiss payments agreement. — Emb., 
Bern, 
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Israeli Citrus Grower 
Invites U. S. Capital 


Mehadrin, Ltd., Tel Aviv, Israel, in- 
vites U. S. participation in the develop- 
ment of new citrus fruit groves, 
through purchase of groves now being 
planted in areas totaling 5,500 acres 
situated in Israel’s citrus belt. 


The firm claims to have a 49-year 
lease on these properties, with option 
to renew for an additional 49 years. 
Founders of the firm are said to in- 
clude leading citrus growers in Israel 
with long management and marketing 
experience; and investors include lead- 
ing growers, principal citrus market- 
ing cooperatives, and firms closely con- 
nected with the industry. 


The Israel Government reportedly 
has allocated to Mehadrin $600,000 of 
an Export-Import Bank loan for pur- 
chase of irrigation and handling equip- 
ment. 


Expansion Started 


The company already has begun 
large-scale operations in the develop- 
ment of land, deep plowing, well dig- 
ging, and preparation of nurseries. It 
expects to have its own packing sheds, 
byproducts plants, auxiliary farms, and 
other installations related to the opera- 





Iraq Requests Bids 
On Earth Excavation 


The Development Board of Iraq is 
inviting bids under contract No. 4, until 
March 9, 1954, in connection with the 
construction of the outfall drain and 
main north and south drains for the 
Mussaib Drainage Scheme, situated 
some 50 kilometers east of the town of 
Mussaib. 

The work consists of earth excavation 
as follows: Outfall channel, 3,700,000 
cubic meters; main north and south 
drains, 5,455,000 cubic meters. Offers 
will be considered for either or both 
of these phases of the project. 

Contract documents in duplicate, in- 
cluding one set of drawings, may be 
purchased from the Ministry of Devel- 
opment upon payment of 20 Iraqi dinar 
(not refundable) to the Director Gen- 
eral of Contracts, Ministry of Devel- 
opment, Baghdad, Iraq. (1 Iraqi dinar= 
US$2.80.) 

Tenders must be accompanied by a 
preliminary deposit of 20,000 Iraqi 
dinar by check or letter of guaranty 
from an acceptable bank in Baghdad. 

Bids will be considered only from 
contractors who have satisfactorily per- 
formed*work of similar nature and size. 

The Development Board does not 
guarantee to accept the lowest or any 
tender, 
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tion“of large citrus plantations. The 
trees are expected to begin bearing 
fruit in 5 years. 

The firm states that it will under- 
take management of the groves and 
marketing of the fruit, and claims that 
there will be no difficulty in developing 
an export market in central and north- 
ern European countries. 


Interested parties are invited to com- 
municate with Moshe Yavnai, a director 
of Mehadrin, who is in the United 
States for 2 or 3 months. Mr. Yavnai’'s 
address is Room 615, 41 East 42d St., 
New York, N, Y. 


Bid on Steel Items 
Asked by Pakistan 


Tenders are invited by the Pakistan 
Ministry of Communications, Railway 
Division, until April 5, 1954, for the 
supply and delivery c. i. f. Chittagong, 
of fabricated steelwork for a shed for 
the diesel-electric locomotive shop at 
Pahartali, Chittagong, complete with 
fittings and ready for erection at the 
site. The work is to consist of stan- 
chions, roof trusses, crane runway 
girders, roll-in shutters for doors, rain- 
water gutters, downpipes and aluminum 
roof sheeting, standard glazed sashes, 
etc. 


Alternatively, bids may be offered 
for construction at the site of a R. C. C. 
shed complete with crane runway 
girders, roll-in shutters for doors, rain- 
water gutters, downpipes, waterproof- 
ing of roof, and standard glazed sashes, * 
but excluding, foundations. 


Tender documents may be obtained 
from the Embassy of Pakistan, Com- 
mercial Division, 2315 Massachusetts 
Ave. NW., Washington, D. C., at $7.50 
a set, which sum is not refundable. 


Bids must be sent direct to the Di- 
rector-General, Railways, Ministry of 
Communications, Railway Division, Gov- 
ernment of Pakistan, Miulti-storey 
Building. Karachi, Pakistan. 

There is no guarantee that the lowest 
or any tender will be accepted. 


Swedish Official in U. S. To 
Study Municipal Problems 


Frans L. Persson, manager of the 
Buildings and Building Projects Office, 
of the city of Goteborg, Sweden, is 
spending about 6 weeks in the United 
States during January and February, 
for the purpose of studying slum clear- 
ance, city planning, traffic conditions, 
and similar problems. 

Mr. Persson’s itinerary includes New 
York City, Boston, Chicago, Salt Lake 
City, San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Houston, New Orleans, Washington, and 
Pittsburgh. His mailing address is c/o 
Miss Inger Persson, c/o Umberger, 544 
Glenwood Trail, Elgin, Ill. 











Ceylon in Market for 
Heavy Machinery 


The Ceylon Government is invit- 
ing bids until February 23, 1554, 
for the supply of six cable-con- 
trolled, four-wheeled, pneumatic- 
tired bucket scrapers and three 
10-ton, tandem, rear-drive motor 
graders complete with standard 
accessories. 

A copy of the specifications is 
available for review purposes on 
loan from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S.. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 
For bidding purposes, these docu- 
ments may be obtained upon re- 
quest from the Embassy of Ceylon, 
2148 Wyoming Ave. NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Bids must be sent direct to the 
Chairman, Tender Board, Minis- 
try of Lands and Land Develop- 
ment, P. O. Box 500, Colombo, . 
Ceylon, 











Peruvian Manufacturer Asks 


_U. S. Capital, Equipment 


Financial participation by a U. S. firm 
is invited by a Peruvian producer of fine 
liquors, who wishes to expand his oper- 
ations to include the manufacture and 
distribution of foodstuffs. , 

The Peruvian firm, Emilio Herman— 
Fabrica-Modelo de Licores Finos, states 
that its expansion program involves 
three phases: Manufacturing foodstuffs 
locally under a licensing agreement with 
an American well-known brand manu- 
facturer; accepting exclusive distribu- 
tion contracts in the field of foodstuffs 
from an American manufacturer; and 
constructing office and apartment build- 
ings on property which the firm owns, 

To realize these plans, the firm seeks 
capital as well as investment of patents, 
processes and techniques, and machinery 
and equipment. In exchange, royalty 
payments, stock in the company, and 
profit-sharing payments are offered. 

Further information may be obtained 
from Emilio Herman, 1978 Avda. Gen- 
eral Garzon, Casilla 194, Lima, Peru. 





Egypt To Buy Power Items 


Conditions and specifications cover- 
ing transformer stations and high- and 
low-tension underground cables for the 
Abu-Zaabal Factory in Egypt, together 
with an album of drawings, are avail- 
able, at $29.27 a set, from the Bureau 
of the Egyptian Commerical Counsellor, 
2310 Decatur Place NW., Washington 
8, D. C. 

Bids will be accepted by the Ministry 
of Public Works, Cairo, Egypt, until 
February 6, 1954. 
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FOA Allots Funds for 
U. K. and W. Germany 


Two allotments, totaling $17 million, 
to cover purchases of surplus agricul- 
tural commodities for the United King- 
dom and the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many, have been announced by the 
Foreign Operations Administration. 


The funds are made available under 
gection 550 of the Mutual Security Act 
of 1953, which provides for the sale of 
surplus U. S. commodities to other na- 
tions, with payment in local currencies. 
The local currency proceeds are used 
by FOA for the furtherance of the mu- 
tual security program, as specified by 
section 550. 

The allotment for the United King- 
dom is for $15 million, making a total 
of $55 million allotted to the United 
Kingdom under section 550 thus far 
this fiscal year. An $11-nfillion au- 
thorization was also announced for the 
purchase of cottonseed oil for the 
United Kingdom from section 550 funds. 


The other allotment, of $2 million for 
the Federal Republic of Germany, is 
earmarked for the purchase of soybeans 
for that country, under the same legis- 
lation. 

Arrangements for the soybean au- 
thorization were made with the Federal 
Republic before the removal of this 
commodity from the list of U. S. sur- 
plus commodities. Soybeans are no 
longer available under section 550. 





Greece Plans To Buy Steel 
Screws, Bolts, and Nuts 


Bids are invited by the Greek Gov- 
ernment until January 29, 1954, for the 
supply and delivery of 12,500 gross of 
Steel screws, bolts, and nuts of various 
types and sizes. 


A copy of the specifications is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 

Bids should be sent direct to the 
Ministry of Finance, State Procurement 
Service, Office VII, 29-B Winston 
Churchill Street, Athens, Greece. 


Egypt Again Extends Bidding 
Period for Grain Elevators 


The Egyptian Embassy in Washing- 
ton, D. C., reports that the December 
31, 1953, deadline for bids covering the 
construction and operation of two grain 
elevators in Egypt has been extended, 
and that bids will be accepted until 
February 28, 1954. 

Previous announcements concerning 
the project were published in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, August 31, 1953, 
Y 11, and September 28, 1953, page 
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Pakistan Invites Bids 
On Two Launches 


The Government of Pakistan is 
inviting bids until February 2, 
1954, for the supply and delivery 
at the Attock Railway Station, 
Punjab, of two diesel-driven 
launches, each having a carrying 
capacity of 30 passengers, plus 
Juggage, complete with suitable 
diesel-oil engine. 

A copy of the specifications is 
available for review purposes on 
loan from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Bids should be sent to the Di- 
rector General, Department of 
Supply and Development, Frere 
Road, Karachi, Pakistan. 











Heavy-Duty Fork-Lift 
Truck Sought by Iraq 


Tenders are invited until February 
10, 1954, by the Central Foreign Pur- 
chasing Board of Iraq, for the supply 
of a “heavy-duty, fully mobile fork-lift 
freighter,” in accordance with terms 
and specifications available from the 
Secretary of the Central Foreign Pur- 
chase Committee, Ministry of Finance, 
Baghdad, upon payment of 100 fils per 
copy (1 Iraqi dinar=1,000 fils=US- 
$2.80). 

Bids must be accompanied by a 
deposit of 7 percent of the first thou- 
sand dinars and 5 percent of the balance 
of the total price quoted. No bid will 
be considered without such deposit. 

Bids may be written in Arabic or 
Arabic and English, and should be sub- 
mitted to the President, Central Foreign 
Purchase Committee, Ministry of 
Finance, Baghdad, Iraq. 


Ceylon in Market for Mild 


Stee! Reinforcement Bars 


Bids are invited by the Ceylon Gov- 
ernment until March 10, 1954, for the 
supply of 17,000 mild steel round bars 
of various diameters and lengths, for 
reinforced concrete works, in ‘accord- 
ance with British Standard Specification 
785, 

A copy of the specifications is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. For bidding purposes, this docu- 
ment may be obtained upon request 
from the Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 
Wyoming Ave. NW., Washington 25, 
Db < 





Bids should be sent direct to the 
Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry of 
Transport and Works, Transworks 
House, P. O. Box 547, Colombo, Ceylon. 
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Ceylon To Buy. Drugs 
And Pharmaceuticals 


Bids are invited by the Government 
of Ceylon for the supply and delivery 
of the following drugs and pharmaceu- 
ticals required by the Director of 
Health Services: 


© Crystalline penicillin G. (sodium, 
potassium, or calcium salts), as follows: 
100,000 1.U., 300,000 vials; 200,000 L.U., 
300,000 vials; 500,000 I.U., 250,000 vials; 
1 million I.U., 100,000 vials. Bids will 
be accepted until January 29, 1954. 


@ Drugs and preparations of the 
sulfonamide group, as follows: Sulfa- 
diazine B.P. 0.5 grams, 1 million 
tablets; sulfaguanidine B.P. 0.5 grams, 
1 million tablets; sulfathiazole B.P. 0.5 
grams, 1 million tablets; succinylsulfa- 
thiazole B.P. 0.5 grams, 500,000 tablets; 
phthalylsulfathiazole B.P.C., 1 million 
tablets. Bids will be accepted until 
February 23, 1954. 


A copy of the specifications for each 
group is available for review purposes 
on loan from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. For bid- 
ding purposes, these documents may be 
obtained upon request from the Embas- 
sy of Ceylon, 2148 Wyoming Ave. NW., 
Washington, D. C. Requests should 
specify the item of interest. 

Quotations should be sent direct to 
the Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry 
of Health, P. O. Box No. 500, Colombo, 
Ceylon. 


Pakistan Wants To Purchase 
Three Diesel Locomotives 


Bids are invited by the Government 
of Pakistan until February 23, 1954, for 
the supply of three broad-gage (5’ 6’) 
flame- and spark-proof diesel shunting 
locomotives for Pakistan ordnance 
factories. 


* A copy of the specifications is avail- 
able for review purposes on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division; 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 

Bids should be sent to the Director 
General (Railways), Railway Division, 
Ministry of Communications, Room No.’ 
302, Multi-storeyed Building, Kingsway, 
Karachi, Pakistan. 


Greece Extends Bid Deadline 


The Greek Government has extended 
until January 30, 1954, the deadline for 
bids invited in connection with the 
Megdova River hydroelectric and land 
development project (see Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Nov. 30, 1953, p. 15). 











National Maritime Day, May 22. 
i 








WORLD TRADE LEADS 











IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Supplemen' informatio: in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, ‘ available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commmerce, Washington 26, 
D. C. 











Aircraft: 

Austria—Josef Oberlerchner Holz- 
industrie (manufacturer), Spittal a. d. 
Drau, Province of Carinthia, offers to 
export direct or through agent gliders, 
10 available per month, Illustrated lit- 
erature available.* 

Candles: 

Italy—Barabino & C., S. r. L. (im- 
porter, exporter), 1-11 Piazza Soziglia, 
Genoa, offers to export direct or through 
agent beeswax candles for churches. 


Containers: 
Germany—Jakob Pressl Soehne, Met- 
allwarenfabrik (manufacturer), 179 


Ostendstrasse, Nuernberg, Bavaria, of- 
fers to export direct or through agent 
all types of oil and gasoline cans. 


Foodstuffs: 

Canada—Noren Industries, Ltd. (ex- 
porter, broker), Shed 1, V. H. C. Dock, 
Foot of Campbell, Vancouver 4, B. C., 
offers to export direct or through agent 
canned and frozen west coast fish, 
principally salmon and halibut. 

Mexico—Regil y Cia., S. de R. L. 
(commission merchant), Calle 59, Num- 
ero 501, Apartado Postal 440, Merida 
Yucatan, offers to export direct bees’ 
honey, light amber quality. 


Forest Products: 

Austria—Josef Oberlerchner Holzin- 
dustrie (manufacturer, exporter, whole- 
saler), Spittal, a. d. Drau, Province of 
Carinthia, offers to export direct or 
through agent sawn lumber (fir, larch, 
pine), 1,200 cubic meters per month. 


Furniture: 

Austria—M. Russ o. H. G. Moebel- 
und MHolzwarenfabrik (manufacturer 
and wholesaler), 3 Weidmannsdorfer- 
strasse, Klagenfurt, Province of Carin- 
thia, offers to export direct or through 
agent coffee and tea tables, china 
cabinets, and other small pieces of 
furniture. Firm is also willing to manu- 
facture furniture according to custom- 
er’s designs, 


Handicraft: 

India—Miss T. Dinshaw (exporter), 
17 Cuffe Parade, Colaba, Bombay, offers 
to export direct or through agent Indian 
handmade articles such as evening bags, 
silver and gold threads, petit points, 
and beads. 

Italy—Barabino & C., S. r. L. (im- 
porter, exporter), 1-11 Piazza Soziglia, 
Genoa, offers to export direct or 
through agent Italian handicraft, such 
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as artistic leather items and straw 


articles. 


Machinery: 


Germany—Schmidt & Co., G. m. b. H. 
(exporter), 26 Oberer Buerglass, 
Coburg, Bavaria, offers to export direct 
or through agent fur beating machines. 
Illustrated leaflet and price list (in 
German) available.* 


Musical Instruments: 

Germany—Rudi Otto, Geigenbau- 
meister (manufacturer), 8-10 Boettcher- 
strasse, Bremen, offers to export direct 
or through agent handmade stringed 
instruments, such as violins, cellos, and 
guitars; and such accessories as bows 
and violin cases. 


Railroad Ties: 

Austria—Josef Oberlerchner Holzin- 
dustrie (manufacturer, exporter, whole- 
saler), Spittal a. d. Drau, Province of 
Carinthia, offers to export direct or 
through agent railroad ties, 2,000 per 
month, 


Signs and Bulletin Boards: 

Italy—O. S. B. I. (Organizzazione 
Sfruttamento Brevetti Industriali) 
(manufacturer), 11 Via Urbano Rat- 
tazzi, Turin, offers to sell the patent 
for, or concession for the exploitation 


of, a new type of sign and bulletin 
board, which the inventor claims is 
unique. (U. S. patent No. 2492311.) 


Illustrated leafiet available.* 


Textiles: 

Lebanon—Les Fils Habib Badaro 
(importer, manufacturer), P. O. B. 720, 
rue Moutran, Beirut, states that it is 
in a position to manufacture to cus- 
omer’s order a wide variety of articles 
in the textile field, including tents, tar- 
paulins, canvas articles, uniforms, stock- 
ings and socks, towels, silks, and cotton 
piece goods. Further information con- 
cerning the firm’s products and manu- 
facturing facilities is available.* 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Parts: 

Ryukyu Islands—Otomo Industrial 
Co. (importing distributor and whole- 
saler of_automotive parts), 4-Kumi, 11- 
Ku, Naha, Okinawa, wishes to purchase 
direct parts for all makes of American 
automobiles and trucks. 


Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals: 

Switzerland—Helvis, S. A. (importer, 
exporter, wholesaler), 10, rue de la Cor- 
raterie, Geneva, wishes to purchase 
direct and obtain agency for basic raw 
materials for the chemical and phar- 
maceutica] industries, 


Union of South Africa—Southern 
Pharmaceutical & Industrial Chemical 
Co, (Pty.), Ltd. (importer, exporter, and 
manufacturer of caustic soda and metal- 
lic soaps), P. O. Box 106, Nigel, Trans- 
vaal, wishes to purchase direct zine and 














Greece Seeks Bids for 
Lumber, Plywood 


The Greek Government is invit- 
ing bids until January 25, 1954, 
for the supply of 380 cubic meters 
of lumber for furniture and other 
construction and 40 cubic meters 
of plywood. 

A copy of the specifications is 
available for review purposes on 
loan from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 

Bids should be sent to the. Gen- 
eral Air Staff, Ordnance-Dept. A, 
28 Stadium Street, Athens, Greece. 











aluminum sulphate, and 3 


month of stearic acid. 


tons per 


Electrical Appliances: 

Peru—Gilbeco, S. A. (manufacturer’s 
representative, importer), Apurimac 
260, Lima, wishes to purchase direct 
and obtain agency for electrical house- 
hold appliances. 


Forest Products: 

Austria—Josef Oberlerchner Holzin- 
dustrie (importer, manufacturer of glide 
ers, railroad ties, lumber, and pre 
fabricated house parts), Spittal a. d@ 
Drau, Province of Carinthia, wishes to 
purchase direct plywood and _ special 
woods,for aircraft construction. 


Machinery: 

Germany—lItzehoer Netzfabrik und 
Netzhandlung, G. m. b. H. (manufactur- 
er of fishing nets), Gellertstrasse 26, 
Hamburg 39, wishes to purchase direct 
a reportedly new type of machinery for 
making fishing nets with double knots, 


Novelties: 


Switzerland—Helvis, S. A. (importer, 
exporter, wholesaler), 10, rue de la Cor- 
raterie, Geneva, wishes to purchase di-' 
rect and obtain agency for novelties 
suitable for department stores and 
wholesalers’ trade. 


Peanut Roasters (Mobile): 

Honduras—Abraham Sikaffy (agent), 
Apartado No. 41 A, San Pedro Sula, 
wishes to purchase direct small roaster 
and warmer carts such as are used by 
street venders of roasted peanuts. 


Textiles: 


Germany—Heinemann u. Co., o. H. 
(importer), Am Handelshof-Allianzhaus, 
Essen-Ruhr, wishes to purchase direct 
all types of finished textile products. 

Switzerland—Helvis, S. A. (importer, 
exporter, wholesaler), 10, rue de la Cor- 
raterie, Geneva, wishes to purchase di- 


rect and obtain agency for nylon piece’ 


goods. 
Toys: 
Peru—Gilbeco, S. A. (manufacturer’s 
(Continued on Page 14) 
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NEWS BY COMMODITIES 





tay Favors Sales of 
Locally Made TV Sets 


Radiotelevisione Italiana (RAI) is 
advertising in leading Italian newspa- 
pers ANIE (Italian National Associa- 
tion of Electrotechnical Industries), of 
which RAI is a member, television re- 


-ceivers priced at 160,000 lire ($256) and 


900,000 lire ($320) for 14-inch and 17- 
inch table models. RAI, a quasigovern- 
wens sn 1 rms mr eet* 

Television service in Italy is described 
in a separate article under “Transport 
and Communications.” 
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mental institution, has paid advertising 
expenses partially to encourage sales in 
order to realize a larger volume of an- 
nual subscription fees, thus offsetting 
the heavy cost of operation and main- 
tenance of telecasting. 

Currently one Turin and seven Milan 
frms are manufacturing the ANIE re- 
ceivers, which in addition to meeting 
certain standards as to material speci- 
fications must be approved either by the 
Superior Institute of Posts and Tele- 
communications at Rome or by the Na- 
tional Electrotechnical Institute, Gali- 
leo Ferraris, at Turin. 


Domestic Industry Aided 


Although low-priced radio receivers 
have been sold on the basis of exempt- 
ing the purchaser from the subscription 
fee for the first year, television sets will 
not be sold in this way. The annual fee 
of 15,000 lire ($24), however, will cover 
a previously owned radio. 

Manufacturers of ANIE-TV sets are 
reimbursed by RAI for the manufactur- 
ing tax after the sets are sold. This 
reimbursement is the incentive and 
means by which comparatively low sell- 
ing prices may increase the viewing 
audience in Italy. Foreign manufactur- 
ers will not benefit by this measure, 
which is a form of subsidy to the domes- 
tic television industry. 





Spanish Shoe Production 
Passes Previous Records 


Production of shoes in Spain passed 
all previous records in 1952, reaching a 
total of 22.5 million pairs, compared 
with about 17 million pairs in 1951 and 
the 1933-35 average of 17.8 million pairs, 
according to data published by the 
Ministry of Commerce in December, 
953. 


The increase was attributed mainly 
to the larger supplies of leather avail- 
able—almost double those of 1951. The 
present production capacity of the shoe 
industry is estimated at nearly 40 mil- 
lion pairs a year. 





National Maritime Day, May 22. 
January 18, 1954 


World Output of Natural Rubber 
Drops 67, 500 Tons From 1952 


World production of natural rubber in the first 11 months of 1953 
was 1,550,000 long tons, according to estimates of the Secretariat of 
the International Rubber Study Group. 

This was about 67,500 tons short of the total estimated production 
in the first 11 months of 1952. The output in November 1953 was placed 


at 140,000 long tons. 

World consumption of natural rubber 
was estimated at 127,500 tons in Novem- 
ber 1953, at 1,435,000 tons in the first 
11 months of 1953, and 1,322,500 tons in 
the first 11 months of 1952. Estimated 
imports of natural rubber into the 
U. S. S. R. and China included in these 
figures amounted to 4,250 tons, 94,000 
tons, and 133,000 tons, respectively. 

Stocks of natural rubber at the end 
of November 1953 were estimated at 
825,000 tons, consisting of 235,000 tons 
in producing countries, 385,000 tons in 
consuming countries (excluding Russian 
and Chinese stocks, and Government 
stocks in the United States, the United 
Kingdom, and France), and 205,000 tons 
afloat. In January-November 1953, 
stocks in consuming countries increased 
35,000 tons, but stocks in producing 
countries declined 10,000 tons, and 
stocks afloat declined 17,500 tons. 

Synthetic Output Up 

Excluding the U. S. S. R., synthetic 
rubber operations in November 1953 
were estimated as follows: Production, 
65,000 tons; consumption 60,000 tons; 
end-of-month stocks, 187,500 tons, up 
50,000 tons from the January 1, 1953, 
position. In January-November 1953, 
synthetic rubber production § totaled 
867,500 tons and consumption 807,500 
tons. In the like period of 1952, produc- 
tion was 806,672 tons, and consumption 
was 807,500 tons. 

For the first 11 months of 1953 world 
consumption of ‘Natural and synthetic 





Venezuela To Have 
New Paper Plant 


A new $900,000 plant in Vene- 
zuela will manufacture toilet pa- 
per, paper kitchen towels, and 
paper napkins. The plant, located 
at the town of Guacara, State of 
Carabobo, is expected to be com- 
pleted about April 1954. It will 
utilize locally collected paper 
waste and imported pulp in its 
production. 

The owners of this new enter- 
prise are reported to have asked 
the Venezuelan Government for 
import tariff protection on the 
products to be manufactured.— 
Emb., Caracas, 














rubber totaled 2,242,500 tons, compared 
with 2,130,000 tons in the corresponding 
period of 1952. Consumption in the 
United States increased to 1,242,021 
tons from 1,144,988 tons, while con- 
sumption in foreign countries, excluding 
the U. S. S. R. and China, increased. to 
906,500 tons from 852,000 tons. 





Switzerland Expands 
Market for TV Sets 


The market for television receivers in 
Switzerland is expected to improve. It 
has been limited to the Zurich “area, 
which has had the only transmitting 
station, but plans to establish trans- 
mitting stations to serve the Lausanne- 
Geneva area and-the Basel-Bern area 
were expected to materialize by the end 
of 1953. 


Another reason for increased sales is 
the removal of restrictions. Reception 
will no longer be limited to homes, but 
will be permitted in taurants and 
cafes, the Federal Council announced 
on November 17, 1953. The market for 
receivers is expected to increase par- 
ticularly among the large German- 
speaking Swiss population, who are gen- 
erally prosperous and enjoy cafe and 
restaurant life. 


Obvious care and skill in programing 
have dispelled fears that television 
might have ill effects on national morals 
and customs. A permanent committee 
of 13 members has been appointed to 
effect continuous surveillance of pro- 
grams.—Leg., Bern. 





Spanish Aluminum Output 
Shows Steady Increase 


The production of aluminum in Spain 
is steadily increasing, having reached 
4,121 metrie tons in 1952, compared 
with 3,839 tons in 1951 and 2,338 tons 
in 1950, according to data of the Na- 
tional Metals Syndicate published by 
the Ministry of Commerce in Decem- 
ber 1953. 


This metal production is obtained 
from imported bauxite. Spanish bauxite 
is used principally in refractory mate- 
rials and cement. 

Spanish imports of aluminum during 
1952 totaled 878 tons, the lowest figure 
since 1943. 
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Mexican Business .. . 
(Continued from Page 3) 


troleum fuel, tomatoes, and henequen. 
Cotton, lead, zinc, and crude petroleum 
declined from 1952 export levels. 


Little Change in Industry 


Little change took place in the over- 
all industrial picture during November. 
The textile industry, shoe and leather 
producers, and steel mills continued to 
operate on a reduced basis, whereas 
plants manufacturing electrical appli- 
ances, heaters, refrigerators, and trans- 
formers reported a pickup in sales. 


Automobile assembly operations con- 
tinued satisfactory on the reduced basis 
‘ permitted by Government quota re- 
strictions. It was announced that the 
quota for the first 6 months of 1954 
would be approximately 15,000 units, or 
the same as for the corresponding pe- 
riod in 1953. 

Petroleos Mexicanos has signed a 
contract with the Fluor Corporation, 
Ltd., for modernization of the Minatit- 
lan Refinery. The plant has a rated 
stream capacity of 32,000 barrels per 
day but throughput has averaged less 
than 25,000 barrels per day in recent 
years. Rehabilitation and expansion un- 
der the contract are planned to raise 
stream capacity to 55,000 barrels per 
day. 


Food Production Increases 


Continued efforts were made to in- 
crease food production, primarily by 
granting increasing credits to coop- 
erative farms (ejidos) and private 
farmers. Efforts also were directed to- 
ward increasing the use of fertilizer 
and improved seed, and to providing 
technical assistance. However, no na- 
tional extension service exists and rela- 
tively few technicians are available to 
assist farmers in applying improved 
techniques. 

Late plantings were increased appre- 
ciably after the late summer fains in 
northern Mexico, and although 1953 
food production was on the increase, 
frosts in various localities damaged 
the corn and bean crops. Corn imports 
continued heavy, at more than 50,000 
metric tons in October, bringing the 
total for the first 10 months to 242,000 
metric tons, or 10 times the quantity 
imported during the first 10 months of 
1952. Imports of beans likewise con- 
tinued heavy, at about the same rate as 
in 1952; receipts of powdered milk and 
eggs were large, about 50 percent 
greater than in 1952; and imports of 
lard and tallow were only slightly less. 

Cotton exports during October were 
heavy, at about 147,000 bales. Coffee, 
garbanzo (chickpea), and henequen 
shipments also were considerably larger 
than usual. 

The Confederacion de Trabajadores 
de Mexico held a National Minimum 
Wage Congress in November and rec- 
ommended that a national minimum 
daily wage of 12 pesos be enacted into 
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law. The Confederacion Revolucionaria 
de Obreros y Campesinos declined to 
participate in the discussions and 
argued that 12 pesos daily was inade- 
quate in the Baja California area. 
Threatened with increased taxes and 
proposals to increase profit-sharing 
plans, the Employers Organization of 
the State of Hidalgo threatened to sus- 
pend operations in their plants shouid 
the increase in minimum wages be 


granted. The manager of the Employerg 
Central of the Federal District stated 
that the imposition of such a minimum 
wage would cause widespread unem- 
ployment and firms operating on small 
profit margins would be forced to close, 
It seemed certain that the Federal 
Board of Conciliation and Arbitration 
would assume the problem in December 
and set minimum daily wages for the 
1954-55 biennium.—Emb., Mexico City, 





World Trade... 


(Continued from Page 12) 
representative, importer), Apurimac 
260, Lima, wishes to purchase direct 
and obtain agency for all kinds of toys. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 








Air Conditioners: 

Mexico—La Azteca (manufacturer’s 
agent, wholesaler, retailer), Hidalgo 430 
Ote., Monterrey N. L., wishes to obtain 
agency for room air-conditioners. 

Clothing: 

Switzerland—Dory Brugger-Ryser 
(retailer, commission merchant), Bahn- 
hofplatz, Spiez, wishes to obtain agency 


for women’s and misses’ ready-to-wear 
clothing. 


Coal and Coke: 

Egypt—Societe d’Entreprise d'Utilite 
Publique et dImportation (SEUPI) 
(manufacturer’s agent and commission 
merchant), 2 Champollion St., Cairo, 
offers to act as agent for U. S. suppliers 
of coal and foundry coke, who may be 
interested in bidding on Egyptian State 
Railway tenders. 


Communication Equipment and Sup- 
plies: 

Egypt—Societe d’Entreprise d’Utilite 
Publique et d'Importation (SEUPI) 
(manufacturer’s agent and commission 
merchant), 2 Champollion St., Cairo, 
offers to act as agent for U. S. suppliers 
who may be interested in bidding on 
Egyptian State Railway tenders for 
telephone and telegraph equipment and 
supplies, including copper wire for 
transmission lines, steel poles, and 
cables (armored or nonarmored), 


Insurance: 


Spain—Comisariado Espanol Mariti- 
mo (insurance adjusters, surveyors, and 
inspectors), Avenida de Calvo Sotelo 4, 
Madrid, wishes to establish relations 
with American insurance firms or 
groups interested in its services in con- 
nection with risks concerning ships and 
cargoes destined for or originating in 
Spain. Specifically, the firm would like 
to act as the regular surveyor, inspec- 
tor, verifier, etc., on risks underwritten 
by American firms. 


Machinery and Machine Tools: 

Spain—Guillet Hijos y Compania, §, 
A. (manufacturer of woodworking ma. 
chinery, importing distributor of ma- 
chine tools and metalworking machin- 
ery), Valencia 30, Madrid, wishes to 
obtain agency for well-known makes 
only of machine tools and metalworking 
machinery, special and general purpose 
types. Firm states that it currently 
represents a large number of noncodm- 
petitive French and German machine 
tool manufacturers and it wishes to 
build up a complementary group of 


American machine tool and machinery 
lines. 


Medicinal Products: 


Italy—Barabi1o & C., S. r. L. (im- 
porter, exporter), 1-11 Piazza Soziglia, 
Genoa, wishes to obtain agency for 
medicinal products. 


Railroad Equipment and Supplies: 

Egypt—Societe d’Entreprise d'Utilite 
Publique et d'Importation (SEUPI) 
(manufacturer's agent and commission 
merchant), 2 Champollion St., Cairo, 
offers to act as agent for U. S. suppliers 
of railroad equipment and supplies, in- 
cluding rolling stock, rails, steel and 
wooden ties, cast iron pipes (minimum 
14” diameter), steel pipes, and steel 
sheet piling and accessories. 

Sponges (Synthetic): 

Italy—Barabino & C., S. r. L. (im- 
porter, exporter), 1-11 Piazza Soziglia, 
Genoa, wishes to act as agent for syn- 
thetic sponges. 


Textiles: 


Germany—Dr. Hermann Bohrer, Tex- 
tilvertretungen (manufacturer’s agent 
and wholesaler of textiles, trimmings, 
silk and silk fabrics), 47 Am Botanis- 
chen Garten, Koeln-Riehl, wishes to 
obtain agency from U. S. manufacturer 
of textiles suitable for the clothing 
industry. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—Foster S. Martin, repre- 
senting Gilbert Lodge & Co., Ltd. (im- 
porter of machine tools, sundry engi- 
neering supplies, general merchandise, 
cables, and wires), 386 Harris St. 
Ultimo, Sydney, is interested in machine 
tools, packaging machinery, and special 
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NOTE: Quotations are based on selling rates, in units of foreign currency r dollar. The peso of the Dominican Republi 
all Guatemalan quetzal, the Panamanian balboa, and the Cuban peso are linked to the dollar at 1 to 1; the Haitian gourde aeedat'e 
Se, gourdes to a dollar. 
ral 
-< Average rate Latest available quotations 

r 
Country Unit Type of exchange a 
the quoted 1951 1958 1953 Asqrentnets Date 
ity. ; (annual) (annual) August Rate U. 8. currency 1953 
Argentina......., Peso Basic. 7.50 7.50 7.50 $0.1333 Dec. 15 
Preferential 5.00 5.00 5.00 -2000 Do. 
Ss. Legal free 14.21 14.03 13.97 0716 Nov. 30 
na. Bolivia.......-0+-- Boliviano........| Official * 60.60 60.60 190.00 .0053 Dee. 15 
aa | Ee ee 101.00 101.00 * 725.00 0014 Nov. 30 
— Special ' 2 130.00 130.00 ation ation Lectin 
1in- Special ' 2190.00 190.00 arin oupuieiieibih 
to Curb * * 192.00 * 400.00 aialation nsghasind 
kes Brazi!**......... Cruréro......000. Official 18.72 18.72 5 19.82 Dec. 15 
in Legal free * vnevalian 41.06 Dec. 23 
Ing | Peso.. Official $1.10 31.10 $1.10 Nov. 30 
0Se Banking market.......... acetal 43.10 43.10 43.10 fal ste OR. 
itly Special commercial..w:c-.m 50.10 50.10 50.10 Limtpate 
om- Provisional commercial....... 60.10 60.10 60.10 biktecadane 
ine Free market (curb)......csvs 86.14 122.27 195.11 Nov. 30 
to Free market Cenk) ane cocseonsone . 113.41 110.20 cnsoneomoene oo covet 
of Colombia......... es Basic * 2.51 2.51 2.51 2.51 \ 3984 Dec. 15 
ery Costa Rica.....| Colon Controlled 5.67 5.67 5.67 5.67 -1764 Do. 
Uncontrolled.......srsres0 ii 7.70 6.77 6.65 6.65 1504 Do. 
Ecuador.......... Sucre Central Bank (officia))........ 15.15 15.15 15.15 15.15 -0660 Do. 
Free. 17.82 17.47 17.42 17.40 0575 Nov. 30 
‘im- Honduras........| Lempira.......... Official. 2.02 2.02 2.02 2.02 -4950 Dee. 15 
li Mexico............. 2 awe Free. 8.65 8.65 8.65 8.65 1156 Do. 
ga, Nicaragua......| Cordoba... Official 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 + .2000 De. 
for Basic. 7.05 7.05 7.05 7.05 -1418 Do. 
Curb.. 7.03 7.27 7.67 7.75 1290 Nov. 30 
- Paraguay......... Guarani Official * 15.00 15.00 15.00 -0667 Dee. 15 
~ Rae De ncitnnnciiiss " 1 28.98 33.90 55.00 56.00 0179 Nov. 30 
ilite SS | Exchange certificate.......-<4 15.08 15.43 16.77 19.25 0519 Dec. 12 
PI) Free 15.23 15.55 16.85 19.35 0517 Do. 
sion Salvador......... ti scicncentins Free 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50 -4000 Dee. 15 
iro, Uruguay.........| Peso Controlled 1.90 1.90 1.90 1.90 5263 Do. 
jiers Commercial free..,.......css. 2.45 2.45 2.45 2.45 4082 Do. 
Uncontrolled-nontrade....... = 2.24 2.67 2.94 8.03 -8300 Nov. 30 
ine Venezuela...) Bolivar... | Controlled 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 .2985 Dee. 15 
and Free. 3.35 3.35 8.35 8.35 2985 Do. 
num 
steel : 

1 Effective May 14, 1953, the par value of rate on exchange transactions. foreign exchange for all private imports 
the boliviano was changed from 60 to 190 ®* New legal free exchange market effective except designated essentials. Exchange is 
bolivianos per US$1, and all former multiple February 21, 1953. allotted in auction categories according 
currency practices were eliminated. See ' Effective October 5, 1953, Chile’s official to the essentiality of the goods to be im- 

(im- explanatory notes in September 14, 1953, par value was changed to 110 pesos per orted. Rates in the Rio de Janeiro and 
; issue. : dollar. Preferential selling rates were abal- ao Paulo auctions of December 22, 1953, 
glia, 2 December only. Special rates, first devel- ished July 8, 1953, except for Government for U.S. dollars for 120-day delivery vane 
syn- oped as implicit rates in barter transactions transactions during the rest of 1953. as follows: First category, 13-21.6 cruzeiros 
- or in permitted transactions financed with * Rate established March 20, ‘1951. per dollar; second category, 22.1-33.5; third 
“own exchange,"’ oven official recognition * August/December. See explanatory notes category, 37.1-47.1; fourth category, 38.1- 

toward the close of 1951. in September 14, 1953, issue of Foreign 63.1; th category, 102-143.1. ese rates 

? Average based on month-end quotations Commerce Weekly. must be added to the official selling rate 
during 1951. ” March-December average based on (with applicable taxes) in order to get the 

Tex- * Approximate quotation at close of year. month-end quotations. effective selling rates. 

gent + Oficial selling rate changed August 1, * Bolivian free rate as of August 31. (For explanation of rates, see notes in 

. 1953, from 18.72 to 18.82 cruzeiros to adjust ** Effective October 16, 1953, Brazil in- Foreign Commerce Weekly, Sept. 14, 1953, 

ings, for recent increase in proportional stamp . augurated an auction system for sale of p. 15.) 

anis- 

: bes engineering equipment, with a view to kitchen earthenware and ceramic gift and Boston. 

ial adding to his firm’s present agencies. articles, and developing a market for World Trade Directory Report on 

ing Scheculed to arrive January 24, via fine metal goods, including smokers’ Richard Stockburger Metallwarenfabrik 
Minnesota (from Canada), for a visit articles. Was scheduled to arrive Janu- being prepared. 
of 5 to 6 months. U. S. address: c/o’ ary 5, via New York, for a visit of 6 Sweden—Ralph Blomstrom, repre- 
Chase National Bank, 18 Pine St., months or longer. U. S. address: c/o senting Konservfabriken Sunnan AB 
New York, N. Y. Itinerary: Chicago, German-American Trade Promotion Co., (Sunnan Packing Corp.) (manufacturer 
New York, Detroit, Cleveland, Cincin- Empire State Building, Suite 6921, 350 ‘and exporter of canned seafood pro- 
nati, New Orleans, and Los Angeles. Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: ducts), Stromstad, is interested in ex- 

Germany—Friedrich Schade, repre- New York, New Orleans, Houston, porting seafood products, such as 

senting Waechtersbacher Steingutfabrik Dallas, Birmingham, Atlanta, Richmond = shrimp, lobsters, and clams packed in 
a (manufacturer and exporter of earthen- (Va.), Washington (D. C.), Baltimore, glass jars; and requests technical in- 
: wr, ware products), Schlierbach near Philadelphia, Newark, Pittsburgh, Co- formation on products for packing sea- 
an Waechtersbach/Hessen; and Richard lumbkus (Ohio), Dayton, Indianapolis, food. Scheduled to arrive in January, 
cal Stockburger Metallwarenfabrik (manu- — Louisville, St. Louis, Chicago, Des via New York, for a month’s visit. U.S. 
Pee facturer of metal goods), Heutingsheim/ Moines, Omaha, Oklahoma City, Tulsa, address: ¢/o Vega Trading, 22 Hudson 
— Wuertt., is interested in expanding ex- Wichita, Denver, Minneapolis, Milwau- St., New York 13, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
cca ports to the United States of table and kee, Detroit, Toledo, Cleveland, Buffalo, York and Chicago. 
nekly January 18, 1954 15 

















FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Cologne Furniture Fair 
Invites U. S. Exhibitors 


The fourth postwar Cologne Furni- 
ture Fair will be held February 19-22, 
1954, It will be managed by the Messe- 
und Ausstellungs-G. m. b. H. (Fair and 
Exhibition Co. of Cologne) and will be 
jointly” sponsored by the furniture sec- 
tion of the German Wood Processing 
Industry Association, the Association of 
the Mass-Produced Furniture Trade, 
and the furniture division of the Retail 
Trade Association. 

The Cologne exhibition halls, in which 
the fair will be set up, contain a total 
covered display area of approximately 
52,000 square meters. The fair man- 
agement reports that 439 firms have 
registered as exhibitors, including rep- 
resentatives of the Netherlands, France, 
Italy, Switzerland, Sweden, and Den- 
mark. 

U. S. participation .is invited. Pros- 
pective U.S. exhibitors and visitors may 
obtain further detailed informatiobn from 
Messe- und Ausstellungs-G. m. b. H., 
Cologne, Germany. 





Exposition in Bogota To 
Be Sponsored by France 


The French Government has an- 
nounced that a French exposition, pri- 
marily covering industrial machinery, is 
to be held in Bogota, Colombia, under 
the auspices of the French Government 
during the last 2 weeks of February 
1954. 


The exposition, to be located in the 
area of the Museo Nacional, will cover 
about 6,000 square meters. The cost of 
the exposition is expected to be 5 to 10 
million francs and will be underwritten 
by the French Government and exhib- 
iting French firms. 





European Machine Tool Fall 
Fair Scheduled in Milan 


The Fourth European Machine Tool 
Exhibition will be held in Milan Sep- 
tember 14-23, under auspices of the 
Committee of European Machine Tool 
Industries, This committee, organized 
after World War II to promote the in- 
terests of this strategic industrial sector,- 
represents leading manufacturers of 
machine tools in France, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland, 
Sweden, the United Kingdom, and Italy. 


Exhibits will be accepted from the 
United States. Inquiries and requests 
for official applications should be sub- 
mitted to the Union of Italian Machine 
Tool Manufacturers, Via Gaetano Giar- 
dino 4, Milan, 
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Swiss Industries To 


Open Fair on May 8 


The Thirty-eighth Swiss Industries 
Fair will be held in Basel May 8 through 
May 18. Total exhibition area will be 
expanded to 1 million square feet 


through the use of the large new build- 
ing which is now under construction. 

About 2,500 exhibitors have applied 
for space, an increase of about 300 over 
previous years. Typical Swiss exhibits, 
including watches, textiles, textile ma- 
chinery, electrical equipment, instru- 
ments, and apparatus, will be featured. 

Foreign visitors will be entitled to 
admission tickets at a reduced price if 
they register at the foreign visitors 
office at the fair. Qualified interpreters 
will be available at minimum rates and 
a free catalog will be given to those 
foreign visitors who obtain special 
identity cards from official representa- 
tives of the fair in their own countries. 

For information concerning the Swiss 
Industries Fair, application should be 
made to the Swiss Legation, 2900 Cathe- 
dral Avenue NW., Washington, D. C.; 
the Swiss consulates in New York, Chi- 
cago, Cincinnati, Los Angeles, New Or- 
Jeans, Philadelphia, St. Louis, San Fran- 
cisco, and Seattle; or the Swiss national 
tourist offices at 10 West 49th Street, 
New York City, and 661 Market Street, 
San Francisco. 





Colombia Sets New Dates 
For International Exhibition 


The Colombian Government has an- 
nounced that the First International 
Industrial Fair of Bogota will be opened 
on June 13 instead of the previously 
announced date of March 1. 


The fair will be primarily industrial 
and will include raw materials, machin- 
ery, accessories, and manufactured 
products. 

Further details concerning the event 
may be obtained from the Colombian 
Embassy, 2118 Leroy Place NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


"Home of the Future" To Be 
Featured at Swedish Fair 


The International Oresund Fair will 
be held at Halsingborg, Sweden, June 
17-27. The fair, which is open to foreign 
exhibitors, and will include all types of 
goods, will feature a special presenta- 
tion, “The Home of the Future,” in one 
of the exhibition halls. 


Interested exhibitors should address 
their inquiries direct to the Interna- 
tional Oresund Fair, Halsingborg, 
Sweden. 








World Trade Week, May 16-22, 





Fair of America Held 
In Argentina 


The Fair of America was 
scheduled to open officially on 
January 14 in General San Mar- 
tin Park, Mendoza, Argentina, the 
Argentine Embassy has announced. 

Opening ceremonies were to be 
attended by national and provin- 
cial officials, members of the for- 
eign diplomatic corps, delegates 
from other countries to the fair, 
and participating exhibitors. 











Netherlands To Hold 


Leatherware Exhibits 


Two leatherware exhibitions are 
scheduled for Utrecht in 1954. The 
Winter Leatherware Trade Show, or- 
ganized by the Royal Netherlands In- 
dustries Fair, will be held from January 
18 through 21, 1954, on the ground floor 
of the permanent Vredenburg exhibition 
building. About 55 Netherland manu- 
facturers of leatherware and luggage 
are expected to exhibit. Participation 
is open to foreign firms. All visitors will 
be admitted free of charge. 

The Summer Leatherware Trade 
Show will be held in the same city, 
July 26-29. Further particulars con 
cerning this exhibition are not yet 
available. : 





New Munich Conference 
Hall Adds to Fair Space 


The city of Munich has appropriated 
funds for the purpose of converting a 
newly constructed building at the ex- 
hibition park into a soundproof confer- 
ence hall, with a seating capacity of 
4,500. This new addition to the Munich 
fair facilities will include motion pic- 
ture projection equipment and a loud 
speaker system. It is readily accéssible 
to public transportation and is located 
near a public parking lot. 

Plans have been made to use the 
added facilities for the German Handi- 
craft and Trade Fair, May 12-23, 1954, 
and the Gastronomical Exhibition, Sep- 
tember 11-26, 1954, among other events. 


Trieste Fair Dates Fixed 


Dates for the Sixth International 
Sample Fair to be held at Trieste have 
been fixed as June 7 to July 4. Wide- 
spread efforts are being made to inter- 
est American producers and tourists to 
attend this event. Further particulars 
can be obtained from Fair Headquarters _ 
at Viale Ippodromo 18, Trieste, 
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U. K. To Invest More Differential Between Contract and 
Noncontract Rates Upheld by FMB 


A 10-percent differential between contract and noncontract rates 
proposed by the North Atlantic Continental Freight Conference has 
been found by the Federal Maritime Board to be not arbitrary or un- 
reasonable or unjustly discriminatory and not in violation of the Shipping 
Act, 1916, the Federal Maritime Board, U. S. Department of Commerce, 


In Highway Building 


The United Kingdom’s investment in 
the improvement and construction of 
new highways in the next 3 fiscal years 
will amount to some £50 million. This 
amount is exclusive of sums spent on 
regular road work and maintenance by 
jocal authorities. 


The annual national expenditure on 
road improvement will be _ increased 
gradually from the present £5 million 
to £14-15 million in the 1957-58 fiscal 
year and that level will be maintained 
for some years, the Minister of Trans- 
port stated in the House of Commons on 
December 8. 

The statement enumerated some 10 
projects on which work will commence 
in 1954 and which will correct localized 
traffic congestion. Other works are to 
follow. No plans for completely new 
roads or express highways were an- 
nounced. The Minister went on to say 
that the Government is fully aware of 
the need for such construction but the 
country’s economic situation still does 
not warrant it. 


Offer Made To Construct 
Aleppo-Latakia Railroad 


An offer to construct a railroad from 
Aleppo to Latakia, Syria, has been made 
to the Syrian Government by a Yugo- 
slav firm, according to press reports. 

The proposed line would be 200 km. 
long, including 7 km. of tunnels through 
the mountains, and it is estimated that 
it would save the Government 25 per- 
cent in transportation costs by replac- 
ing truck transport. A regular service 
of 48 trains a day would replace 2,900 
trucks. 

The cost of the project was not in- 
dicated but it was stated that 7,000 
workers could complete it in 2 years 
and 12,000 in 1 year. 


New India-Afghanistan Air 
Service Inaugurated 


A weekly air service between Delhi, 
India, and Kabul, Afghanistan, extend- 
ing to Kandahar, Afghanistan, has been 
started by the Indian Airlines Corp. 

The service, departing from Delhi at 
6:45 am. on Saturdays, covers Delhi, 
Amritsar, Lahore, Kabul, and Kanda- 
har. The return flight, on Sundays, 
leaves Kandahar at 8 a.m. One-way fare 
‘from Delhi to Kabul is 240 rupees; and 
from Delhi to Kandahar, 315 rupees 
(1 rupee =US$0.21). Flight time from 
Delhi to Kabul is 6 hours, 30 minutes; 
Delhi to Kandahar, 9 hours, 10 minutes. 

A possible increase in the frequency 
of service on this route depends on the 
traffic, according to a statement by the 
Deputy Minister of Communications, 
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has announced. 


The Board instituted an investigation 
in September 1952 to determine whether 
the differential between contract and 
noncontract rates of an exclusive pa- 
tronage contract and dual-rate system 
sought by the conference was arbitrary 
and Unreasonable. Hearings were held 
in New York and Washington, and the 
Board’s examiner recommended that the 
proposed differential be found reason- 
able. The Board agreed in general with 
the examiner’s recommendations. 


Differential Aids Trade 


In making its findings, the Board 
pointed out that the differential of 10 
percent was selected, based on the busi- 
ness judgment of the conference mem- 
bers, as being: 

@ No larger than necessary to induce 
shippers to sign and abide by contracts 
for stabilized rates. 

@ Not so great as to be coercive to 
shippers to prevent them from patroniz- 
ing nonconference lines if they so de- 
sired, in view of the general practice of 
nonconference carriers to set rates at 
approximately 10 percent below lowest 
conference rates. 

@ Not so great as to cause loss of 
revenues to conference carriers which 
would be crippling to their business op- 
erations. 

The Board further found that there 
were advantages to the differential 
tending to promote and strengthen the 
commerce of the United States! 

On October 1, 1948, the conference, 
whose members transport general cargo 
in liner service in the trade between 
the U. S. North Atlantic ports and ports 
in Belgium, Holland, and Germany— 
excluding German Baltic ports—ad- 
vised shippers that it was proposed to re- 
instate the exclusive patronage contract 
and dual-rate system which had been in 
use in the trade prior to World War II. 
Under the 1948 proposal shippers agree- 
ing to patronize the conference lines 
exclusively for a certain period of time 
were to be granted rates approximately 
20 percent under the noncontract rates. 

Isbrandtsen Co., Inc., a nonconference 
carrier, brought suit in the U. S. Dis- 
trict Court for the Southern District 
of New York seeking an injunction to 
set aside rulings of the U. S. Maritime 
Commission, predecessor to the Federal 
Maritime Board, purporting to authorize 
the dual-rate system. The court granted 
a temporary injunction and directed 





Isbrandtsen to file a complaint with the 
Federal Maritime Board. 


The Board issued a report upholding 
the system and the 1948 proposals, The 
order was appealed to the district court 
by Isbrandtsen. The court declined to 
find that the dual-rate system could 
under no circumstances be valid, but 
granted a permanent injunction against 
the system on grounds that the differ- 
ential then proposed between the con- 
tract and noncontract rates had been 
arbitrarily determined and so was un- 
reasonable. 


In July 1952 the Board instituted 
rule-making proceedings intended to re- 
quire conferences to furnish it with in- 
formation on the circumstances and jus- 
tification for use of dual rates and the 
basis for the amount of any differential 
established. Before the rule-making 
proceeding was completed, -the North 
Atlantic Continental Freight Confer- 
ence announced its intention to insti- 
tute a new exclusive patronage dual- 
rate system, providing a 10-percent 
differential, effective October 1, 1952. 
Institution of this system was ordered 
deferred by the Board pending conclu- 
sion of its investigation, instituted in 
September 1952, to determine whether 
the differential was arbitrary. 


Having made its findings that the 
differential is not arbitrary, unreason- 
able or unjustly discriminatory, the 
Board has ordered its proceedings dis- 
continued. The conference still will be 
required to comply with the provisions 
of the Board’s General Order 76. 





Egyptian Airline To Expand 
Its European Operations 


Misrair reportedly is considering in- 
creasing its capital to expand its Middle 
East and European air service and re- 
cently has sent a representative to Eng- 
land to discuss the purchase of new 
aircraft. 

Air service to Europe will be rein- 
stituted as soon as Misrair has enlarged 
and modernized its fleet. Prior to March 
1953, when Misrair suspended its Euro- 
pean operations, the firm maintained a 
route to Paris via Naples and Geneva 
but the new Paris flight is scheduled to 
stop at Rome instead of Naples. 

It has been reported that Misrair’s 
1953 subsidy amounted to E£130,000. 
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Italy Gets Regular TV Service 


For the first time three Italian tele- 
vision stations, in operation at Milan, 
Turin, and Rome, will be completely 
linked for the interchange of regular 
programs originating from their studios, 
of which three are in Milan and two 
each in Rome and Turin. 

Television service was scheduled to 
start in Italy on January 1, 1954, ac- 


Italian production of television re- 
ceivers is discussed in another article 
under “News by Commodities.” 


cording to Radiotelevisione Italiana 
(RAI), the quasigovernment corporation 
having a monopoly of all publie broad- 
casting and telecasting. While RAI does 
a great deal of commercial advertising, 
the controlling interest is held by the 
Italian Government. 

In addition to the television trans- 
mitting stations at Milan, Turin, and 
Rome, six other transmitters will relay 
telecasts to areas not within range of 
the originating studios. The territory 
covered will include most of northern 
‘and part of central Italy, embracing 
over 20 million viewers—over 43 per- 
cent of the total population of Italy. 

The™television network will be con- 
nected by means of a “radio bridge” of 











Ecuadoran Airports 


Get Financial Aid 


Ecuadoran airports in Quito and Guay- 
aquil will be improved at an estimated 
cost of more than $4.8 million, of which 
$2.5 million will be financed by an Ex- 
port-Import Bank credit and the re- 
mainder provided by Ecuador. 

Terms of financing include the provi- 
sion that engineering and construction 
are to be performed by U. S. engineer- 
ing and contracting firms acceptable to 
the bank. The loan will bear interest at 
4.75 percent a year and will be repaid 
over a period of approximately 15 years, 
beginning January 1, 1957. 

Ecuador has prepared preliminary 
plans and specifications for those parts 
of the projects which will be under- 
taken under the credit and has agreed 
to provide funds necessary for the con- 
struction of terminal buildings and 
other improvements which may be un- 
dertaken in the future. The utilization 
of. the bank’s credit will be confined 
to such phases of the projects as run- 
ways, taxiways, aircraft parking aprons, 
vehicle parking areas, and a new light- 


ing system at the Guayaquil airport. 


Runways of airports in both cities at 
present are below standard and the 
one at Quito is inadequate for large 
4-motor planes, the bank said. 

Technical assistahce and advice has 
been supplied by the U. S. Civil Aero- 
nautics Administration. 


short and ultrashortwave repeating sta- 
tions. Eventually a channel will be re- 
served, primarily for emergency use in 
case of: failure of a television transmit- 
ter station, for transmission on the co- 
axial cable now being installed by the 
Ministry of Posts and Telecommunica- 
tions from Venice to Milan, to Turin, to 
Genoa and thence to Rome. It is un- 
likely that this cable will be ready 
before late 1955. 

Telecasting in southern Italy and 
Sicily and establishment of a truly 
nationwide network reportedly may not 
take place for years. 

Viewers will be required to pay an 
annual subscription fee of 15,000 lire 
($24) but will be assured of television 
for at least 5 hours daily. 


Italian Rail and Bus 


Lines Reach Accord 


The controversy which has been going 
on for a number of years between the 
Italian State Railways and the National 
Association of Bus Service Concession- 
aires (ANAC) and National Association 
of Bus Line Operations (ANEA) has 
apparently been solved by a recent 
agreement. 

Under the agreement, both sides make 
concessions. The railways, for example, 
agree not to operate new bus lines re- 
placing or supplementing railway lines. 
Such new bus lines must be entrusted 
to private firms. The bus lines, on the 
other hand, must gradually adjust their 
rates to those of the State Railways. 

The general public should benefit as 
the accord calls for coordinating rail- 
way-bus timetables, operation of com- 
bined railway-bus services, sale of tick- 
ets, and establishment of bus services 
connecting villages and towns with 
State Railway stations. 








New Teleprinter Lines Link 
Yugoslavia, Netherlands 


Direct teleprinter lines have been set 
up between Yugoslavia and the Nether- 
lands as the latest step in a series of ex- 
tensions expanding that country’s net- 
work with European countries. 

Yugoslavia was included in the net- 
work of European countries late in May 
1953 when communications were set up 
with Western Germany via Nuremberg. 
The line then established now functions 
via three channels and is the most im- 
portant teleprinter line operating be- 
tween Yugoslavia and foreign countries. 

Lines were set up with Austria last 
November and are already working over 
two channels—with Switzerland (via 
Vienna) and with England (via Ham- 
burg). A teleprinter line also has been 
functioning between Yugoslavia and 
Denmark (via Hamburg) since Decem- 
ber 10. 


Indian Railways To Get 
New Engines and Cars 


India’s railway system will receive 
100 new locomotives and 5,000 new 
freight cars as part of United States 
economic aid to India in the current 
fiscal year, the Foreign Operations Ad. 
ministration has announced. 

An agreement signed in New Delhi 
by representatives of the FOA Mission 
to India and the Government of India 
calls for expenditures of $20 million of 
U. S. funds and 32 million rupees 
(about. $6.73 million) on the project, 
The Indian Government will deposit the 
equivalent of $20 million in rupees in 
a fund to be used on further develop. 
ment projects agreed to by the Indian 
and American governments. 

U. S. funds will go for purchase of 
the locomotives and freight cars outside 
of India. It is expected that bids will 
be received from most countries of the 
free world having facilities to manu 
facture railroad rolling stock. Rupee 
costs will be used for ocean transpor- 
tation to India, handling costs, and as- 
sembly of freight cars imported under 
the agreement. 

The project is part of the rehabilita- 
tion of Indian railroads under India’s 
Five-Year Plan. 

With 34,123 miles of track, the In- 
dian railways system is the fourth 
largest in the world, exceeded only by 
the United States, the U. S. S. R., and 
Canada. The system carries 80 percent 
of internal freight traffic and 70 per- 
cent of passenger traffic. It employs 
more than 900,000 persons. The aver- 
age daily number of trains is 3,877 and 
the number of passengers carried more 
than 3 million. 


Some Orders Placed 


India already has placed orders for 
769 locomotives and will place orders 
for 500 more during the last 2 years 
of the Five-Year Plan. Orders also 
have been placed for 32,293 new freight 
cars, and 29,000 more will be ordered 
in the last 2 years of the plan. 

By March 1956, however, some 3,600 
locometives will be over 40 years old 
It is estimated that once the accumu 
lated arrears of repairs and replace- 
ments are overtaken, the present level 
of traffic can be moved with about 
7,800 locomotives, averaging 20 years, 
At this level replacement requirements 
will be about 200 locomotives a year, 
well within the productive capacity of 
India’s two locomotive plants. 

Some 73,000 freight cars are over 
aged already or will be during the pe 
riod of the Five-Year Plan. The nor 
mal annual requirement, once arrears 
are cleared, would be about 6,000 cars 
and this also can be met from present 
manufacturing capacity. 





World Trade Week, May 16-22. 
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[TRANSPORT NOTES 


The State-owned Italian railroads 
offer differential rates for the transpor- 
tation of various products, not so much 
as an export incentive but to compete 
with cheaper sea transportation. Citrus 
fruits, for instance, are granted the fol- 
lowing reductions: 38 percent to the 
United Kingdom; 26 percent to Bel- 
gium; 7 percent to Germany, via Swit- 
geriand; and 31 percent to Denmark, 
Sweden, and Norway. 





A direct service between England and 
Paraguay has been inaugurated by the 
British shipping line Lamport & Holt. 
The first vessel left England on Decem- 
ber 15 and was scheduled for arrival in 
Asuncion on January 7. If the line finds 
that sufficient cargo can be obtained 
for the voyage home, it will establish a 
regular monthly service. 

Consideration of plans for a dual-pur- 

bridge to cost about 30 million 
baht (US$1=12.55 baht, official rate) 
to connect the island of Phuket with 
the mainland has been announced by 
the Thailand Ministry of Communica- 
tions. Phuket, important mainly for its 
tin, now can be reached only by ferry 
or air. 





The Thai Government has adopted a 
plan to construct a railway line from 
Bangkok through Supanburi to Tak 
Province, the site of the proposed Yarn 
Hee Dam. 





Indian Airlines Report 
Better Load Factors 


Passenger and freight traffic of In- 
dian scheduled airlines increased in the 
first half of 1953 over that of the last 
6 months of 1952, according to the semi- 
annual report of the Ministry of Com- 
munications. 


The number of miles flown remained 
practically the same, 9.9 million, but the 
load factor increased from 67 percent 
to 68.5 percent. Passengers carried in- 
creased from 210,000 to 230,000 and 
the volume of freight rose from 47.4 
Million pounds to 48 million pounds, The 
volume of mail carried in the two 6- 
Month periods remained stationary at 
44 million pounds for each period. 

The number of miles flown by non- 
Scheduled carriers decreased from 2.8 
Million to 2.4 million. The number of 
passengers carried rose from 51,000. to 
54,139 but freight hauls fell off sharply, 
from 60.7 million pounds to 32.48 million 
pounds. 

The 1953 date crop in Iran and Iraq 
is estimated at 437,500 short tons com- 
pared with 542,900 short tons in 1952 
and 521,900 short tons in 1951, the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture has reported. 
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Travel to Britain 
Up 12 Percent 


Oversea visitors to Great Brit- 
ain in the first 10 months of 1953 
totaled 734,494, an increase of 12 
percent over the corresponding 
period of 1952, according to the 
British Travel & Holidays Associ- 
ation. 


The association estimated that 
the total for the year 1953 would 
be more than 800,000 visitors, ac- 
counting for earnings, including 
fare payments to British carriers, 
of about £125 million. 


During October 1953, tourist 
travel to Great Britain reached 
the highest total ever recorded for 
that month, 49,500 visitors. Of 
these, 28,000 were from Europe, 
10,000 from the United States, and 
an estimated 8,500 from the Com- 
monwealth and Empire. 











AVIANCA Initiates Flights 
From Guayaquil to New York 


AVIANCA (Aerovias Nacionales de 
Colombia, S. A.) inaugurated flights 
with DC-4 aircraft between Guayaquil 


and New York on December 3, 1953, 
advertising them as the only direct 
service from Guayaquil to New York 
“without plane changes.” 

Leaving Guayaquil in the mornings 
on Thursdays and Sundays, the new 
flights arrive at New York at 4:30 a.m. 
on the following day after stops at 
Quito, Cali, Medallin, Barranquilla, and 
Miami. 

The return flight leaves New York on 
Tuesdays and Fridays at 6 p. m., arriv- 
ing at Guayaquil at 3 p.m. on the fol- 
lowing day with stops at the same 
cities. 





Swiss Railways Try Out 
New Rail Installations 


The Swiss Federal Railways have 
introduced 900-meter-long rail sections 
in an experimental installation on the 
Etoy-Allaman section of the main 
route between Lausanne and Geneva. 


These rails have the standard weight 
of 46 kilograms per meter and are 
fastened to concrete ties by a new sys- 
tem invented in Switzerland, an older 
system having been abandoned in 1925 
as being unsatisfactory. An expansion 
joint allowing about 18 centimeters’ 
play is attached to the end of each sec- 
tion, 

The rails are delivered to the shop 
at Allaman in standard 36-meter lengths 
and then welded at the point of installa- 
tion either electrically or by an alumi- 
num welding system of Swiss invention. 
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Air France Traffic Up; 
Load. Factor Decreases 


A substantial increase in traffic 
handled by Air France in the first 9 
months of 1953 compared with the like 
period of 1952 is indicated by prelimi- 
nary statistics released by the French 
national air carrier. 


Percentage gains, with totals for the 
first 9 months of 1953 shown in paren- 
theses, are as follows: Kilometers flown, 
7.3 (42,808,000) ; passengers carried, 28.5 
(1,040,755); passenger-kilometers, 19.9 
(1,321,455,000); and ton-kilometers of 
mail, 6 (14,070,534). 


Increases in passenger traffic were 
Sustained. despite the August strike 
which seriously hampered the main- 
tenance of Air France’s services during 
the month. Both the number of pas- 
sengers carried and the passenger 
mileage have increased much more sub- 
stantially than the mileage flown, while 
the load factor has decreased moderate- 
ly from the high 1952 level, This doubt- 
less reflects: The extension of tourist 
services—With higher density seating— 
to the Near East in the spring of 1953 
and, probably more importantly, the 
acquisition of new aircraft of increased 
capacity and speed. . 

New aircraft, which have been in 
process of delivery to Air France during 
the spring and summer of 1953, include 
several of the 10. Super-Constellations 
ordered—all of which have now been 
delivered—as well as several De Havi- 
land Comets and Vickers Viscounts, and 
a number of the slower but high-capac- 
ity Provence (Breguet double-deckers) 
used on the relatively shorter distance 
flights between Metropolitan France 
and North Africa. 





Guatemala Begins Work on 
Inter-American Highway 


Work has begun on the 15-mile sector 
of the Inter-American Highway between 
Rabanales and Barbarena, about 32 
miles southeast of Guatemala City, the 
Director General of Highways has an- 
nounced, Paving is to be completed by 
June 1954, thus providing a hard-sur- 
face road for 32 miles from Guatemala 
City. This will be the only section of 
the 106 miles between Guatemala City 
and the Salvadoran frontier which is 
paved except for the 11 miles at the 
border, 

The Director General also stated pri- 
vately that the Government plans to 
continue construction of the southern 
section when the Rabanales-Barbarena 
section is completed and that it is hoped 
to complete the entire stretch south of 
Guatemala City within 2 years. 





National Maritime Day, May 22. 
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Pakistan Extends Tax 
Exemption on Visitors 


The Government of Pakistan has ex- 
tended the period of income-tax exemp- 
tion applicable to visiting businessmen 
from 30 to 90 days, retroactive to April 
1, 1953. 


The Government issued a notification 
on December 17, 1953, exempting from 
income tax: 


Any income received by an employee of a 
foreign enterprise, not engaged in any trade 
or business in the taxable territories, as _re- 
muneration for services rendered by him dur- 
ing the course of his stay in the taxabie 
territories, where such stay does not exceed 
in the aggregate a period of 90 days in any 

ear an whane such remuneration is not 
iable to be deducted from the income, profits, 
and gains chargeable under the Income-Tax 
Act of 1922. 


In an additional notification, effective 
December 10, 1953, the Government re- 
laxed its requirements for obtaining tax 
clearance certificates prior to leaving 
the country. Exemption from obtaining 
income tax clearance certificates has 
now been extended to “passengers who 
can show by dates stamped on their 
passports, or by other reliable evidence, 
that they have not spent more than 90 
days in all in Pakistan during the cur- 
rent financial year” (April-March). 


Previously exemption had been 
granted to persons able to prove that 
they were leaving within 30 days of 
the date of entry and who had spent 
less than a total of 60 days in the 
country in that financial year. 

Pakistan income tax is payable on 
income which accrues or is earned in 
Pakistan. Businessmen, other than ordi- 





U. S. general imports in November 
1953 are estimated at $839 million by 
the Bureau of the Census, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce. . 

This is about 3 percent above the 
October 1953 total of $814 million, but 
approximately 9 percent below the 
average of $923 million for the first 3 
quarters of 1953. 


nary tourists, visiting Pakistan are sub- 
ject to Pakistan income tax after 90 
days’ residence in the country if they 
act in an advisory or other capacity, 
even though they may receive no salary 
or other remuneration from direct Paki- 
stan sources, 


Several cases involving the taxation 
of American visitors to Pakistan under 
the former regulations are pending and 
may be affected by the relaxations. 





Denmark Proposes New Law 
To Control Monopolies 


An antimonopoly and price eontrol 
bill was submitted on December 11, 
1953, to the Danish Parliament, after 
long examination of the subject by a 
special commission and wide press 
discussion. 

The bill would prohibit private price 
fixing. Earlier proposals would have 
required prior official approval before 
prices could be fixed. 

Under the new bill ordinary courts 
would decide disputed points. Earlier 
proposals would have vested this author- 
ity in a specially appointed administra- 
tive body.—Emb., Copenhagen. 


Japan Invites U. S. To Take 
Part in Memorial Exposition 


The reopening of the fishery in the 
northern sea‘ of Japan and the hun- 


dredth anniversary of the visit of Com- 
modore Perry to the port of Hakodate 
will be commemorated at the North Sea 
Memorial Exposition, scheduled to take 
place in Hakodate City, Hokkaido, July 
10 to August 31. 


The exposition is intended to stimu- 
late greater interest in the fishing in- 
dustry and present general industrial, 
cultural, and educational exhibits. 

Foreign exhibitors are invited to par- 
ticipate. Exhibits may be entered into 
Japan without payment of duty, but 
may not be sold except with the perm 
mission of the Japanese Government, 

Booth space will be rented to exhibi- 
tors at 15,000 yen per 18 square feet 
(360 yen = US$1). Interested firms 
should address inquiries to the North 
Sea Memorial Exposition Administra- 


tion, City Hall, Hakodate, Hokkaido, 
Japan, 
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